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Tips For Teachers With Limited English Proficient Students

Teaching:

1.   Seat student next to strong student

2. Rephrase questions and directions
3. Discuss vocabulary before the lesson

4. Set up what student needs to listen for in the lesson

5. Keep directions simple, shorten sentences, simplify vocabulary

6. Have student repeat directions

7. Encourage questions from students (if they don’t understand)
Textbooks:

1. Highlight main points and summarize
2. Outline facts to learn for standards

Projects:

1. Offer choices of end product that still meet standard goals (posters, charts, outline)

2. Student writes story and presents about their culture, travels, country, language

Test Options:

1. Oral tests

2. Word bank

3. Limit multiple choice options

4. Instead of essay have student give outline, list, charts with information

5. Read questions or reading selections out loud to student

6. Allow standardized testing accommodations such as time and a half and dictionary

Possible Activities For ESL/LEP Student during down time or class activities too advanced for LEP students:

1. Flashcards

Use 3x5 cards to make flashcards for survival skills.  Students read and match cards to:

School Objects – pen, pencil, eraser, chalk, book, paper, crayon, marker, glue, scissors, etc.

School Furniture - desk, chair, window, door, chalkboard, table, wall, clock, computer, etc.

Colors, Shapes, Months, Days
2. School Tour

Take the LEP student on a school tour pointing out rooms such as bathroom, office, nurse, gym, cafeteria, etc.  Student can then draw a map of the school and label the rooms.

3. Scrapbook

Student can cut pictures from magazines and glue them on paper.  Another student (English proficient) can assist them with writing English labels under the pictures.  Pages can be stapled together to make a vocabulary book.

4. Stories

Borrow stories from the library or other classrooms for the student to read.  Books with accompanying tapes are excellent for listening comprehension and pronunciation.  Students write down vocabulary words in the story they are not familiar with.  Ask comprehension questions about the story and pictures.

5. Computers

Use websites and programs to increase vocabulary, spelling and reading comprehension.

6. Picture Dictionaries

Students study pictures and are quizzed on them.

7. Alphabet

Students practice writing the alphabet, especially if they are from countries which don’t use our alphabet.

8. Language Experience Stories

Write a story that the student tells.  The student illustrates it.  It becomes a book he/she reads because he/she created it.

9. Dialogue Journals

Student can write at his/her own level about his/her concerns and needs and interests.

10. Vocabulary Book

Student can keep track of new words he/she encounters through reading or listening.  Student can look these words up for meaning and be tested on them.  Teaches dictionary skills.

11. Sentence Strips

Create sentence strips for simple stories.  Students can read them without pictorial assistance.  Cut up sentences, students put them back together.
