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VISUAL ARTS             Grade 8
13 Benchmarks
Standard 1: Understands and applies media, techniques and processes related to the visual arts.

VA8.1.1 Students will apply various media and techniques with knowledge and purpose to communicate ideas, experiences, and personal perspective.
· Media: Charcoal, Pastel, Pencil, Paint, Markers, Drawing Ink, Clay, Paper, Adhesive, Mixed Media

· Technique: Shading, Blending, Mixing, Sculpting, Building, Adhering, Illustrating, Painting (Washing and Resisting)
VA8.1.2 Students will understand what makes different art materials and techniques effective, or ineffective, in achieving desired results.  

· Charcoal, Pastel, Pencil, Paint, Drawing Ink, Markers 

VA8.1.3 Students will develop an appropriate vocabulary for discussing and describing space and structure on a two-dimensional or three-dimensional surface.
· 2-dimensional, 3-dimensional, Form, Space, Value, Perspective 

VA8.1.4 Students will apply a working knowledge of the properties of light and value to create form.
· Shading, Value, Reflection, Blending, Gradation, Contrast, Tones (Highlight, Middletone, Shadow)

VA8.1.5 Students will apply knowledge of color mixing and theory.  
· Primary, Secondary, Tertiary, Color Schemes (Analogous, Complementary, Monochromatic), Color Theory and Psychology
Standard 2: Knows how to use structures and functions of art.

VA8.2.1 Students will apply their knowledge of the elements and principles of design to communicate ideas.
· Detailed Drawing, Impressionist Painting, Perspective
VA8.2.2 Students will understand what makes various organizational structures effective (or ineffective) in the communication of ideas or meaning. 

· Clay Sculpture/Vessel
Standard 3: Knows a range of subject matter, symbols, and potential ideas in the visual arts.

VA8.3.1 Students will understand how visual and spacial concepts integrate with content to communicate intended meaning.
· Realism, Surrealism, Proportion, Distortion, Abstraction
VA8.3.2 Students will know how subject matter, symbols and ideas are used to communicate ideas.
· Still-life Drawing, Painting, Light Study, Sculpture

Standard 4: Understands the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.
VA8.4.1 Students will plan and construct a three-dimensional sculpture or vessel form which will focus on a specific technique or reflect characteristics of a given culture.
· Pottery, Tower, Life Representation, Mask, Cube

VA8.4.2 Students will understand how factors of time and place will influence visual or spacial characteristics that give meaning or function to a work of art.
· Realistic Drawing, Impressionist Painting, Pottery, Sculpture
Standard 5: Understands the characteristics and merits of one’s own art work and the artwork of others.

VA8.5.1 Students will relate their works of art to specific criteria for the purpose of reflection and assessment. 
· Conceptualization, Preliminary Sketching, Self Critiques, Group Critiques 

VA8.5.2 Students will understand how one’s own artwork (or the artwork of others) is influenced by other cultures and eras. 
· Artists Research, Self Critiques, Group Critiques
