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English Language Arts 
Grade 6

45 Benchmarks
Writing

Standards 1 – 4 address the 6 + 1 Writing Traits

Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process
LA6.1.1  Uses a variety of prewriting strategies to generate ideas
· uses published pieces as writing models

· brainstorms main themes and details 
· uses background knowledge

LA6.1.2  Uses a variety of strategies to draft and revise written work 

· uses 6+1 traits:  organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions

· uses direct feedback to revise compositions

LA6.1.3  Uses a variety of strategies to edit and publish written work 

· proofreads using reference materials, word processor and other resources

· uses a word processor or other technology to publish written work

· uses 6+1 traits:  organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions

LA6.1.4  Evaluates own and others' writing 

· applies criteria generated by self and others, including 6 + 1 traits
· uses self-assessment to set and achieve goals as a writer

· participates in peer response groups

LA6.1.5  Uses content, style, and structure in writing appropriate for audience and purpose
· formal and informal language

· uses 6+1 traits:  voice

LA6.1.6  Writes a variety of compositions

· expository

· states a topic sentence or purpose

· presents information that reflects knowledge about the topic

· organizes and presents information in a logical manner

· includes an introduction and conclusion

· uses own words to develop ideas

· uses common expository features, such as compare-contrast, problem-solution or cause-effect

· narrative

· engages the reader by developing reader interest

· establishes plot, setting, conflict and resolution develops characters

· uses a range of strategies and literary devices such as dialogue, figurative language

· reveals a specific theme

· autobiographical or biographical incidents

· illustrates the character using narrative and descriptive strategies such as relevant dialogue

· specific action, physical description, background description and comparison or contrast to other people

· reveals the significance of the subject to the writer

· presents details in a logical manner

· persuasive 

· engages the reader by developing a controlling idea that conveys a judgment

· arranges details, reasons and examples persuasively

· excludes information and arguments that are irrelevant

· supports arguments with detailed evidence

· citing sources of information as appropriate

· responses to literature

· responds to significant issues

· answers discussion questions

· writes a summary of a book

· technical text

· identifies essential steps in a logical sequence

· lists materials or equipment needed

Standard 2:  Uses the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing  
LA6.2.1  Uses descriptive language that clarifies and enhances ideas 

· uses 6+1 traits:  word choice

· uses figurative language

· uses sensory images and comparisons

· uses a thesaurus to choose effective wording

LA6.2.2  Uses paragraph form in writing

· uses 6+1 traits:  organization

· arranges sentences in sequential order

· uses supporting and follow‑up sentences

· establishes coherence within paragraphs

· can develop four-paragraph compositions

LA6.2.3  Uses simple transitional words
Standard 3:  Uses grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions

LA6.3.1  Uses simple and compound sentences to expand and embed ideas in writing

· uses 6+1 traits:  sentence fluency

· declarative 

· interrogative 

· exclamatory 

· imperative 

· similar grammatical form

LA6.3.2  Defines, identifies and uses parts of speech in writing

· uses 6+1 traits:  conventions

· pronouns

· nouns

· verbs

· adjectives

· adverbs

· prepositions and conjunctions 

· interjections

LA6.3.3  Uses conventions of spelling 

· uses 6+1 traits:  conventions

· spells high frequency and commonly misspelled words from appropriate grade‑level list

· uses a dictionary and other resources to spell words

· uses common prefixes and suffixes as aids to spelling

· applies rules for irregular structural changes

LA6.3.4  Uses conventions of capitalization 

· uses 6+1 traits:  conventions

· titles (books, stories, poems, magazines, newspapers, songs, works of art)

· proper nouns (team names, companies, schools and institutions, departments of government, religions, school subjects)

· proper adjectives

· nationalities

· brand names of products

LA6.3.5  Uses conventions of punctuation 

· uses 6+1 traits:  conventions

· exclamation marks after exclamatory sentences and interjections

· periods in decimals, dollars and cents

· commas with nouns of address and after mild interjections

· quotation marks with poems, songs and chapters

· colons in business letter salutations

· hyphens to divide words between syllables at the end of a line

LA6.3.6  Uses standard format in writing

· uses school-generated standards for written work  

Standard 4:  Gathers and uses information for research purposes

LA6.4.1  Uses a variety of strategies to plan research

· uses 6+1 traits: ideas, organization
· asks questions to define the task
· organizes prior knowledge about a topic
LA6.4.2  Uses information seeking strategies

· asks: "What sources are available?"
· knows criteria for selecting sources to use or delete
· determines the appropriateness of an information source for a research topic
LA6.4.3  Uses a variety of strategies to locate and gather information and data for research topics

· uses a variety of sources to gather information
LA6.4.4  Organizes information and ideas from multiple sources in systematic ways

· uses 6+1 traits:  organization
· time lines
· outlines
· notes
· graphic representations
LA6.4.5  Uses strategies to compile information in writing

· uses 6+1 traits:  organization
· incorporates notes into a finished product
· includes simple facts, details, explanations and examples
· draws conclusions from data
· uses appropriate visual aids and media
· cite sources of information appropriately
· presents information in ways appropriate to task
LA6.4.6  Evaluates own work based on criteria for clear communication

· assesses product for completeness, strengths and weaknesses; how can you improve results?
· asks. “Did I do what I was supposed to do?” “Should I do something else before I turn it in?”
Reading
Standard 5:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

LA6.5.1  Establishes and adjusts purposes for reading 

· to understand

· interpret 

· enjoy

· solve problems

· predict outcomes

· answer a specific question

· form an opinion

· skim for  facts

LA6.5.2  Uses a variety of strategies to extend reading vocabulary

· uses analogies, idioms, similes, metaphors to infer the meaning of literal and figurative phrases

· uses definition, restatement, example, comparison and contrast to verify word meanings

· knows vocabulary related to different content areas and current events

LA6.5.3  Uses specific strategies to clear up confusing parts of a text

· pauses

· rereads the text

· consults another source

· represents abstract information as mental pictures

· draws upon background knowledge

· asks for help

LA6.5.4  Understands specific devices an author uses to accomplish his or her purpose

· exploration of themes

· style

· language

Standard 6:  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of literary 

                      texts

LA6.6.1  Understands a variety of literary passages and texts

· fiction

· nonfiction

· poems

· biographies or autobiographies

· tall tales or supernatural tales

LA6.6.2  Knows the defining characteristics of a variety of literary forms and genres

· fiction

· nonfiction

· myths

· poems

· fantasies

· biographies

· autobiographies

· science fiction

· tall tales or supernatural tales

LA6.6.3  Understands elements of plot development

· cause-and-effect relationships

· climax

· development of conflict and resolution

LA6.6.4  Understands elements of character development 

· character traits and motivations

· stereotypes

· relationships between character and plot development

· development of characters through their words, dialect, thoughts, actions, narrator’s description and interaction with other characters

LA6.6.5  Makes inferences and draws conclusions about story elements 

· main characters

· events

· setting

· relationships among story elements (relevance of setting to mood and meaning in text)

LA6.6.6  Understands the use of specific literary devices

· foreshadowing

· flashback

LA6.6.7  Understands the use of language in literary works 

· convey mood

· images

· meaning 

· dialogue

· symbolism

· rhyme

· rhythm

· alliteration

· onomatopoeia

· figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole, sentence structure)

LA6.6.8  Understands the effects of an author's style on the reader

· word choice

· imagery 

LA6.6.9  Understands point of view in a literary text

· first and third person

LA6.6.10  Understands themes in literary works 

· bravery, loyalty, friendship, good v. evil

Standard 7:  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of 

                      informational texts

LA6.7.1  Summarizes and paraphrases information in texts 

· arranges information in chronological, logical or sequential order

· conveys main ideas

· note taking

LA6.7.2  Uses new information to adjust and extend personal knowledge base

Listening and Speaking

Standard 8:  Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes
LA6.8.1  Plays a variety of roles in group discussions 

· active listener, discussion leader, facilitator

· listen respectfully and responsibly

· identify own purpose of listening

· recognize content specific vocabulary

LA6.8.2  Asks questions to seek elaboration and clarification of ideas

· listens for unfamiliar words

LA6.8.3  Uses strategies to enhance listening comprehension

· takes notes

· listens to use prior knowledge and experiences to understand meaning

LA6.8.4  Makes oral presentations to the class

· uses notes and/or outlines

· point of view

· uses visual media

LA6.8.5  Uses appropriate verbal and nonverbal techniques for oral presentations 

· uses appropriate grammar and word choice

· projection

· eye contact

· posture

Viewing and Media

Standard 9:  Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual media

LA6.9.1  Understands a variety of messages conveyed by visual media

· main concept

· details

· themes or lessons

· viewpoints

LA6.9.2  Uses a variety of criteria to evaluate and form viewpoint of visual media

· evaluates effectiveness of informational media (websites, documentaries, news programs)

· recognizes a range of viewpoints and arguments

· establishes criteria for selecting or avoiding specific programs

Standard 10:  Understands the characteristics and components of the media

LA6.10.1  Knows characteristics of a wide range of media

· television news favors messages that are immediate and visual

· news photographs favor messages with an emotional component










