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English Language Arts Grade 7

32 Benchmarks

Writing

Standard 1: Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process

LA7.1.1 Uses prewriting strategies to generate ideas

· uses published pieces as writing models

· brainstorming
· create graphic organizers

LA7.1.2 Writes rough drafts and revises written work

· uses 6+1 traits: organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency

· uses figurative language when appropriate

· checks for a consistent point of view, verb tense and transitions

 between paragraphs

· uses direct feedback to revise compositions

LA7.1.3 Edits written work

· uses 6+1 traits: organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions

LA7.1.4 Writes appropriately for different audiences

· utilizes formal or informal language 

· considers genre

· chooses purpose (to entertain, persuade, inform, etc.)

LA7.1.5 Writes a an expository composition ( i.e. Literature Essay)
· states a thesis or purpose

· presents information that reflects knowledge about the topic organizes and presents information in a logical manner, including an introduction, body and conclusion uses own words to develop ideas

· compositions that address problems/solutions

· identifies and defines a problem in a way that is appropriate for the intended audience

· describes at least one solution

· presents logical and well-supported reasons as support for solution

LA7.1.6  Writes a responses to literature( other than Literature Essay)
· responds to significant issues in a log or journal 
· responds to discussion questions
· describes an initial impression of a text
· connects knowledge from a text with personal knowledge 
· states an interpretive, evaluative or reflective position

· draws inferences about the effects of the work on an audience
Standard 2: Uses the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing

LA7.2.1 Uses descriptive language that clarifies and enhances ideas

· uses 6+1 traits: word choice

· establishes tone and mood

· uses figurative language

· uses appropriate vocabulary

· uses rhyming dictionary when necessary

· uses thesaurus to choose effective wording
LA7.2.2   Uses organizational skills 
· uses 6+1 traits:  organization
· arranges sentences in sequential order
· uses supporting and follow‑up sentences

· establishes coherence between paragraphs

LA7.2.3   Uses sentence fluency to expand ideas

· uses 6+1 traits:  sentence fluency

· utilizes simple, compound, complex sentences

· includes transitions 

LA 7.2.4 Answers prompts completely and accurately

· Develops a hook to engage the reader 

· Answers questions/ develops thesis or topic sentence
· Uses relevant supporting details as proof  
· Explain significance of supporting details  
Standard 3: Uses grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions
LA7.3.1 Uses conventions of English

· grammar

· mechanics

· spelling

· punctuation

· capitalization

Standard 4: Gathers and uses information for research purposes
LA 7.4.1 Uses information-seeking strategies

· explores what resources are available

· selects applicable resources 
LA 7.4.2 Uses strategies to organize information using multiple sources
· uses 6+1 traits: organization

· incorporates notes into a finished product 

· includes simple facts, details, explanations and examples

· draws conclusions from data

· uses appropriate visual aids and media

· presents information in ways appropriate to task
· uses a graphic organizer to organize information
Reading

Standard 5: Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

LA7.5.1 Uses a variety of methods to become a strategic reader

· clarify

· connect

· evaluate

· identify author's purpose

· question/infer

· predict

· visualize

LA 7.5.2 Uses a variety of strategies to extend reading vocabulary

· refers to definition

· scrutinizes context clues 
LA7.5.3 Reflects on what has been learned after reading by formulating ideas, opinions

  and personal responses to texts to aid in comprehension

· literature circles

· think-pair-share

· reader's response -journal

· group discussion
Standard 6: Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of literary texts

LA7.6.1 Knows the defining characteristics of a variety of literary forms and genres

· short story

· novel

· nonfiction

· poetry
LA7.6.2 Understands and applies elements of plot and character development

· conflicts

· development of exposition, conflict and resolution

· protagonist and antagonist

· dynamic and static

· character traits and motivations

· relationships between character and plot development

· development of characters through their words, speech patterns,

thoughts, actions, narrator's description, and interaction with other characters
LA7.6.3 Makes inferences and draws conclusions from a variety of literary pieces

· main and minor characters

· plot

· setting

· theme/main idea

· relationships between story elements

· author’s purpose 

LA7.6.4 Recognizes and understands specific literary devices and the power of language

in a variety of literature

· foreshadowing

· flashback

· suspense

· surprise ending

· symbolism

· irony

· voice

· point of view

· tone

· dialogue

·  mood

· dialogue

· alliteration

· onomatopoeia

· imagery

· figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole)

LA7.6.5 Understands inferred and recurring themes in literary works

· bravery, loyalty, friendship, good vs. evil

· historical, cultural and social themes

Standard 7: Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of informational texts

LA7.7.1 Differentiates between fact and opinion in informational texts

· code words (i.e. best, worst)

· graphic organizers

LA7.7.2 Uses new information to adjust and extend personal knowledge base

· charts

· APIA activities

· discussions to generalize/summarize information

· journal entries to generalize/summarize information

· original ideas reevaluate

LA7.7.3 Understands specific devices an author uses to accomplish his/her purpose and

viewpoint

· hook

· illustrations

· figurative language

· tone (sarcasm, humor)

· literary form (i.e. memoir)

· persuasive techniques

· word choice

· punctuation

· irony

LA 7.7.4 Draws conclusions and makes inferences based on explicit and implicit information in texts.

· supplemental information (i.e., caption under pictures, charts, graphs, etc.)

· typographical features (i.e., bold, italics, all caps, etc.) 

Listening and Speaking

Standard 8: Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes
LA7.8.1 Participates in group discussions

· behaves appropriately

· stays on task
LA7.8.2 Uses strategies to enhance listening comprehension

· takes notes

· summarizes

· listens actively for main idea and supporting details

LA7.8.3 Uses strategies to speak effectively

· conveys a clear main point

· stays on topic

· makes eye contact

· uses evidence to support opinion/facts

LA 7.8.4 Asks questions to seek elaboration and clarification of ideas

LA7.8.5 Makes both formal and informal oral presentations to the class using appropriate verbal and nonverbal techniques throughout the presentation

· notes and outlines

· volume

· inflection

· eye contact

· posture

· visual media when necessary

Viewing and Media

Standard 9: Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual media

LA7.9.1 Understands a variety of messages conveyed by visual media

· themes or lessons

· viewpoints

· political/editorial cartoons

· comics

· posters

Standard 10. Understands the characteristics and components of the media

LA7.10.1 Comprehends, analyzes, evaluates the different purposes of various visual media

· inform/explain

· persuade

· transmit culture/values

· appeal to specific audience (advertisement) 
