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English Language Arts 
Grade 8

30 Benchmarks and Specific Content

Writing

Standards 1 – 4 address the 6 + 1 Writing Traits

Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process

LA8.1.1   Uses a variety of strategies to revise and edit written work 

· uses 6+1 traits: ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions

· proofreads using reference materials, word processor and other resources

· uses direct feedback to revise compositions 

· makes outlines/graphic organizers

· edits for clarity, word choice and language usage

· uses a word processor or other technology 

LA8.1.2    Uses content, style and structure in writing appropriate for specific audiences and 


     purposes  

· uses 6+1 traits: ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions

· formal or informal language (to entertain,  influence, inform)

LA8.1.3   Writes an expository composition (i.e. Literature Essay)

· states a thesis or purpose

· presents information that reflects knowledge about the topic of the report

· organizes and presents information in a logical manner, including an introduction and conclusion

LA8.1.4   Writes a response to literature (other than the Literature Essay)

· responds to significant issues in a log or journal

· answers discussion questions

· anticipates and answers a reader's questions

· connects knowledge from a text with personal knowledge

· states an interpretive, evaluative or reflective position

Standard 2:  Uses the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing

LA8.2.1   Uses word choice that clarifies and enhances ideas and voice 
· uses 6+1 traits:  word choice

· uses figurative language

· uses a thesaurus to choose effective wording

LA8.2.2   Uses trait of organization 

· uses 6+1 traits:  organization

· arranges sentences in sequential order

· uses supporting and follow‑up sentences

· establishes coherence within and among paragraphs

LA8.2.3   Uses trait of sentence fluency to expand ideas

· uses 6+1 traits:  sentence fluency

· simple, compound, complex sentences

· transitional devices (i.e. however, first, therefore, etc.)
LA8.2.4  Uses trait of ideas to answer prompt completely and accurately

· develop topic sentence

· use relevant supporting details in an organized way

· explain significance of supporting details
· completes task directions
Standard 3:  Uses grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions

LA8.3.1    Uses traits of conventions (i.e. grammar, mechanics, spelling, punctuation, 


     capitalization)

LA8.3.2  Recognizes the eight parts of speech



noun 

adverb



pronoun
interjection



adjective
conjunction


verb

preposition

LA8.3.3  Recognizes the parts of a sentence
· subject

· predicate

Standard 4:  Gathers and uses information for formal research purposes (i.e. paper,  

                      presentation, and/or electronic publication)

LA8.4.1   Uses a variety of resources to gather information for research topics

· electronic card catalogs (i.e. OPAC)

· computer databases (i.e. Infotrac, EBSCO, etc.)

LA8.4.2   Determines the appropriateness of an information source for a research topic

· identifies potential sources of information, print or non-print, at school and at other locations

· evaluates information and information sources in order to re-evaluate the research topic/thesis

· uses most important and relevant information to the research topic/thesis

· knows criteria for selecting sources to use or delete

· determines the appropriateness of an information source for a research topic/thesis

LA8.4.3   Organizes information and ideas from multiple sources in systematic ways 

· uses 6+1 traits:  organization

· time lines

· outlines

· notes

· graphic representations

· separates information into main ideas, subtopics, and details         

· develops thesis using  facts, figures and statistics 

LA8.4.4   Uses appropriate methods to cite and document reference sources

· MLA style with appropriate parenthetical documentation and works cited page

Reading

Standards 5-7 address the Active Reading Strategies:  visualize, clarify, question, predict, connect, evaluate
Standard 5:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

LA8.5.1   Uses definitions and contextual clues to clarify extend reading vocabulary

· uses definition, restatement, example, comparison and contrast to verify word meanings

· identifies shades of meaning

LA8.5.2    Understands/Identifies the use of specific literary devices
· author’s purpose (i.e. persuade, entertain, inform)

· style

· literary form or genre

· language

· foreshadowing

· flashback 

· mood

· imagery

· symbolism

· irony

· rhyme

· alliteration 

· onomatopoeia

· figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole)

· theme
Standard 6:  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of 


          literary texts

LA8.6.1   Knows and applies the defining characteristics of a variety of literary forms and genres

· fiction

· non-fiction/autobiographies/biographies

· poems

· drama

LA8.6.2   Understands relationships among elements of plot 

· use of subplots

· exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution

· conflict development

· theme development

LA8.6.3   Understands methods of characterization 

· development of characters through their speech and behavior, their physical traits, their thoughts and feelings, and the opinions and reactions of others

· relationships between character and plot development

LA8.6.4    Uses reading skills to make inferences, draw conclusions, and demonstrate literal and 


      interpretive comprehension

· events

· setting

· theme relationships among story elements (relevance of setting to mood and meaning in text)

· vocabulary in context

· main idea

· symbolism

LA8.6.5   Reflect on and respond to author’s purpose using a specific device


    For example:  Evaluating why the author uses a specific device.


    (i.e. literary essay/short answer/multiple choice) 
· style

· literary form or genre

· language

· foreshadowing

· flashback 

· mood

· imagery

· symbolism

· irony

· rhyme

· alliteration 

· onomatopoeia

· figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole)

· theme
LA8.6.6   Understands point of view in a literary text 

· first person/personal (told by a character in the story)

· third person limited (limited to one character’s thoughts and feelings)

· third person omniscient (thoughts and feelings of all characters)

· third person objective (void of opinion)
Standard 7:  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of 

                      informational texts

LA8.7.1   Summarizes and paraphrases information in texts 

· arranges information in chronological, logical or sequential order

· conveys main ideas, critical details and underlying meaning

· uses own words or quoted materials

· note taking

LA8.7.2    Draws conclusions and makes inferences based on information in texts

· fact v. opinion

· explicit v. implicit
Listening and Speaking

Standard 8:  Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes

LA8.8.1   Uses strategies to enhance listening comprehension 

· takes notes

· organizes

· summarizes

· paraphrases spoken ideas and details

LA8.8.2   Makes oral presentations to the class

· clear main point

· stays on topic

· uses level appropriate vocabulary and speech

· uses notes and outlines

· uses organizational pattern

· uses visual media (i.e. PowerPoint presentations, Holocaust research presentations, etc.)

· Uses appropriate verbal and nonverbal techniques for oral presentations (inflection, tempo, grammar, expression, tone, volume, enunciation, eye contact, posture)

Viewing and Media

Standard 9:  Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual media

LA8.9.1   Understands a variety of messages conveyed by visual media 

· main concept

· details

· themes or lessons

· viewpoints

LA8.9.2     Understands techniques used in visual media to influence or appeal to a particular 


      audience 

· style and design appropriate to assignment parameters 
Standard 10: Understands the characteristics and components of the media

LA8.10.1   Understands the different purposes of various media

· provide entertainment 

· inform

· persuade

· transmit culture

· focus attention on an issue

