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English Language Arts       Kindergarten

   Benchmarks

Standard 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make           logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
LAK.7.1  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text

· diagram

· index

· table of content

· describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear ( what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts)

LAK.5.5  Uses self –correction strategies

· searches for clues, identifies miscues, rereads, asks for help

Standard 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their   development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas for text.
LAK7.2  With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text

· identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text

· identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book

LAK.6.3  Responds to literature with prompting and support

· order of events

· possible outcomes

· predictions

· distinguishes between real and imaginary

· ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

· retell familiar stories, including key details

· makes connections between self, text, and the world around them (text, media, social interaction)

· actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding

· compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories. 

· make cultural connections to text and self
Standard 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

LAK.6.2  Knows and identifies story elements

· setting

· main characters

· main events

· main idea

· sequence

· problems and solutions 

LAK7.3  With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

· Identify similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (illustrations, descriptions or procedures)
Standard 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
LAK6.4   Ask and answer questions about unknown works in a text.(vocabulary)

LAK.8.2  Gives and responds to oral directions

· ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood
LAK.8.3  Responds to familiar stories, poems, and rhymes with patterns

· retells in sequence

· relates information to own life

· describes character, setting, plot

Standard 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

LAK.6.1 Recognizes a variety of familiar texts read aloud

· fairy tales

· folktales

· fiction

· nonfiction

· fables

· poems

· nursery rhymes

· picture books

· predictable books 

Standard 6: Understand how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
LAK.5.4  Uses meaning clues to aid comprehension and make predictions about content

· pictures

· picture captions

· title/title page

· back and front  cover

· headings

· story structure

· action

· events

· character’s behavior

· With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in telling a story. 

LAk.6.1  With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in telling a story. 

Standard 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats,

including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
LAK.10.1  Knows the various types of media

· newspapers

· radio

· television

· internet 

LAK.9.1  Understands the main idea or message in visual media 

· pictures

· weather reports 

· newspaper photographs

· visual narratives

Standard 8: Determine and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,

including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
Not applicable in kindergarten

Standard 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the author’s take.
LAK.6.3  Responds to literature with prompting and support

· order of events

· possible outcomes

· predictions

· distinguishes between real and imaginary

· ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

· retell familiar stories, including key details

· makes connections between self, text, and the world around them (text, media, social interaction)

· actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding

· compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories. 

· make cultural connections to text and self
Standard 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

LA1.10.1 With prompting and support, read prose and poetry appropriately complex

for kindergarten..
LA1.10.2 With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex for kindergarten..
Standard 11:  Read and comprehend texts across a range of types and disciplines.
Foundational Skills

LAK.5.1
Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

· follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page..

· recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific sequences of letters.

· understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

· recognize and name all upper and lower case letters of the alphabet

· knows the difference between letters, words, and sentences

· understands the use of capitalization and punctuation as text boundaries
LAK5.2
Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes)

· recognize and produce rhyming words.

· count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

· blend and segment onsets and rimes of single, syllable in spoken words.

· isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in three-phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC) words (This does not include CVC’s ending with /l/,/r/, or /x/.

· add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to make new words.

LAK5.3
Knows and applies grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

· demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter sound correspondences by producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.

· identify the long and short sounds) for the five major vowels
· read common high-frequency words by sight (pre-primer Dolch list).

· distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the letters that differ (word families)

LAK5.6 Read emergent reader texts with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension

Writing 
Standard 12 Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process

Writing Workshop

Standards 1-7

Incorporate Units of Study for Primary Writers (Calkins 2003) for instructional purposes and writing continuum, which incorporates the 6+1Writing Traits for assessment purposes.
                                                            Writing Process
                                                   Generate ideas (brainstorming)

                                                    Plan and draft

                                                    Revise

                                                    Edit

                                                    Publish
LAK.1.1  Uses prewriting strategies to generate ideas
· brainstorms ideas with teachers and peers 

· dictates ideas to teachers 

· draws pictures to generate ideas 

· graphic organizers

LAK.1.2  Uses strategies to draft written work 

· writes ideas 

· draws and/or labels pictures

· narrates events (Small Moments)

· sequencing of events (beginning, middle, end)

· rereads

· adds descriptive words and details (i.e. color words, sight words)

· uses environmental print (word walls, words around the room)

· uses digital tools to produce writing 

LAK.1.3  Uses strategies to edit, revise, and publish written work with guidance and 

                support

· proofreads and edits for punctuation, capitalization and spelling at developmentally appropriate level

· rearranges words to improve sequence or clarify meaning

· adds descriptive words and details

· begins to collaborate and incorporate suggestions from peers and teachers

· uses digital tools to publish writing 

· asks questions and makes comments about writing

· shares finished product

LAK.1.4  Uses writing in a variety of forms for various purposes 

· writes about opinions and/or preferences about topic or book

· informative texts (All About…)

· explanatory texts (How to…)

· response to literature 

· makes lists

· journal write

· thank you notes

LAK.2.1  Uses descriptive words to increase sentence length

· word choice

LAK.4.1  Uses a variety of strategies to plan for a task 

· Asks, “What am I supposed to do?”

· Asks, “What will it look like if I do a really good job?”

· Asks, “What do I need to find out to do the job?”

LAK.4.2  Participates in shared research and writing projects using a variety of sources to 


    gather information 

· informational books 

· favorite authors

· alphabet

· picture

· internet

· pictures

· charts

· signs and labels

· videos

· television programs

· guest speakers

· own observation or experiences

Language Standard

Standard 13: Understands conventions of standard written and spoken English and understands how language functions in different contexts.

LAK.8.5   Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking

· forms letters and numbers in print

· prints upper and lowercase letters

· write own name first (then last)

· spaces words and sentences 

· use frequently occurring nouns and verbs

· form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or / es / ( e.g., dog, dogs)

· understand and use question words (interrogatives – who, what, when, where, why, how)

· use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., from , in , out)
· produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities

LAK.3.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
· Recognize and name end punctuation

· Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I

· Write a letter(s) for most consonant and short-vowel (phonemes)

· Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge or sound-letter relationships 

LAK.8.6  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and phrases

· Identify new meanings for familiar words and apple them accurately (e.g, knowing duck is a bird and leaning the verb to duck)

· Use most frequently occurring inflections and affixes (e.g., ed, s, un, ful) as a clue to the meaning of unknown words. 

LAK.8.7  With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in word meaning

· sort common objects into categories to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent

· demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating then to their opposites ( antonyms)

· identify real life connections between words and their use

· distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general action by acting out the meanings

LAK.8.8  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to and responding to texts

Benchmarks in italic are new to the Baldwinsville curriculum document after alignment to the Common core Standards.
