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Music


Grade 4

22 benchmarks

Standard 1:  Sings, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music

MU4.1.1  Sings on pitch and in rhythm, with appropriate timbre, diction and posture, 

                and maintains a steady tempo

· learning to find a comfortable voice range

MU4.1.2  Sings expressively, with appropriate dynamics, phrasing and interpretation

· demonstrate phrase lengths through the use of appropriate breathing techniques

MU4.1.3  Blends vocal timbres, matches dynamic levels, and responds to the cues of a 

                conductor when singing as part of a group

MU4.1.4  Knows songs representing genres and styles from diverse cultures

· march

· work song (i.e. Spirituals “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad”)

· lullaby

· Dixieland

· various composers, nations

· in conjunction with the 4th grade Social Studies curriculum (i.e. Erie Canal)

Standard 2:  Performs on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 

                      music

MU4.2.1  Performs on pitch, in rhythm, with appropriate dynamics and timbre, and 

                 maintains a steady tempo

· emphasizing the use of canon

MU4.2.2  Performs simple rhythmic, melodic, and chordal patterns accurately and 

                 independently on rhythmic, melodic and harmonic classroom instruments 

· clear understanding of what a chord is

MU4.2.3  Knows a varied repertoire of music representing diverse genres and styles 

· in conjunction with 4th grade Social Studies curriculum

MU4.2.4  Performs in groups 

· blends instrumental timbres

· matches dynamic levels

· responds to the cues of a conductor

· ensemble participation

MU4.2.5  Performs independent instrumental parts while others sing or play contrasting 

                 parts

· simple rhythmic or melodic ostinatos

· contrasting rhythmic lines

· harmonic progressions and chords

· performing on different classroom instruments in assigned rhythm patterns at the same time

Standard 3:  Improvises melodies, variations and accompaniments

MU4.3.1  Improvises simple rhythmic and melodic ostinato accompaniments

· repetition of a short musical pattern

· demonstrates by use of melody bells

MU4.3.2  Improvises simple rhythmic variations and simple melodic embellishments on 

                 familiar melodies

· use of ostinato

MU4.3.3  Improvises short songs and instrumental pieces using a variety of sound 

     sources

· traditional sounds

· non-traditional sounds

· bosy percussion

· basic MIDI devices such as keyboards, sequencers, synthesizers, drum machines, personal computers

Standard 4:  Composes and arranges music within specified guidelines

MU4.4.1  Creates and arranges music to accompany readings or dramatizations 

· incorporate musical elements such as the variety of sounds, tempo, loudness, mood

· in conjunction with the classroom reading curriculum

MU4.4.2  Creates and arranges short songs and instrumental pieces within specified 

                 guidelines 

· a particular style, form, instrumentation, compositional technique

Standard 5:  Reads and notates music

MU4.5.1  Reads whole, half, dotted half, quarter, and eighth notes and rests in 2/4, 3/4, 

                 and 4/4 meter signatures

· understanding of the relationship between meter and measure

MU4.5.2  Knows symbols and traditional terms referring to dynamics, tempo and 

                articulation 

Standard 6:  Knows and applies appropriate criteria to music and music 

                       performances

MU4.6.1  Knows music of various styles representing diverse cultures

· in conjunction with the 4th grade Social Studies curriculum

MU4.6.2  Knows appropriate terminology used to explain music, music notation, music

                 instruments and voices, and music performances

MU4.6.3  Identifies the sounds of a variety of instruments and voices 

· orchestral

· band

· instruments from various cultures

· male, female, children's voices

· understanding and recognizing various tone colors

Standard 7:  Understands the relationship between music, history and culture 

MU4.7.1  Identifies (by genre or style) music from various historical periods and 

                 cultures

· in conjunction with 4th grade Social Studies curriculum

MU4.7.2  Knows how basic elements of music are used in music from various cultures 

                 of the world

MU4.7.3  Understands the roles of musicians in various music settings and cultures

· orchestra conductor

· folk singer

· church organist

· composer
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