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Participation in Government 

Benchmarks 
Social Studies Standard V: Civics, Citizenship, and Government: The study of civics, citizenship, and government involves learning about political systems; the purposes of government and civic life; and the differing assumptions held by people across time and place regarding power, authority, governance, and law.
UNIT I. Knows how the creation of American constitutional government was influenced by the central ideas of the natural rights philosophy 
PG12.1.1  Understands how original documents of the United States establish      

                democratic ideals and an independent country

· Declaration of Independence
·  Articles of Confederation

· Constitution

PG12.1.2  Understands how constitutions set forth the structure of government, give the   

                  government power, and establish the relationship between the people and  
                  their government
· Legislative branch 
· Executive 
· Judicial 

PG12.1.3  Understands why due process rights in administrative and legislative 
                  procedures are essential for protecting individual rights and maintaining 
                   limited government
· First Amendment – Freedom of Expression
· Second Amendment – Right to Bear Arms
· Fourth Amendment – Search and Seizure
· Fifth Amendment – Self-incrimination
· Sixth Amendment – Rights of the Accused 
UNIT II. Analyze how individual political behaviors develop and influence participation in the political process
PG12.2.1  Understands the essential characteristics that contribute to the political    

                 ideologies along the political continuum.  
· Radical, Liberal, Moderate, Conservative, Reactionary 

PG12.2.2   Understands the factors involved in the formation of political beliefs
· Family, religion, gender, education, race/ethnicity, region, age
PG12.2.3   Knows responsibilities individual citizens and people serving in government           

                  should assume to ensure the preservation and improvement of democracy 
·  Political participation 
· Campaigning
· Organizations
· Activism
· Voting 
· Qualifications
· Rights
· Apathy
UNIT III. Understands how the two party system functions in the United States
PG12.3.1   Understands the origins and development of the two party system in the 
                  United States.
· One, Two, and Multi-party systems 

PG12.3.2   Understands how the election process functions in the United States 

· Differences between primaries and caucuses

· Significance of the electoral college

PG12.3.3   Knows the major characteristics of American political parties, how they vary 
                  by locality, how they reflect he dispersion of power, and how they provide 
                  citizens with numerous opportunities for participation
· Republicans 
· Democrats 
· Influence of third parties 

UNIT IV. Understands the significant role the media plays in society
PG12.4.1   Understands how the media influences individual political and social attitudes 

· Television 
· Newspapers
· Magazines 
· Internet 
· Movies

PG12.4.2  Evaluates the importance of government regulation of the media
· 1st amendment – freedom of the press

· Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

· Protection of public safety vs. censorship

PG12.4.3  Understands the ways in which television, radio, the press, newsletters, and 
                  emerging means of communication influence American politics, public 
                  perception, and the campaign process.
· Shaping candidates behavior 
· The power of  political images

PG12.4.4   Understands how the media observes and participates in setting the public 
                   agenda 

· Media determines news coverage

· Candidates reaction to media coverage

UNIT V. Understands the competing arguments concerning the role of government in major areas of domestic and foreign policy
PG12.5.1  Understands the issues surrounding the death penalty
· Historical Context

· Methods

· Supreme Court issues

PG12.5.2   Understands the issues surrounding gun control
· 2nd amendment – Right to bear arms

· Brady Bill

· Civil Liberties

PG12.5.3   Understands the issues surrounding affirmative action
· Bakke v. Regents of University of California

· Gratz v. Bollinger 

PG12.5.4   Understands the issues surrounding legal and illegal immigration
· Granting amnesty

· Establishment of a National language (ESL Programs)

· National security issues
PG12.5.5  Understands the issues surrounding healthcare in the United States
· Universal healthcare systems around the world

· Current healthcare system in the United States

PG12.5.5   Understands the issues surrounding environmental issues
· Conservation

· Global warming

· Government regulation of  carbon emissions

PG12.5.6  Understands the issues surrounding censorship

· Schenck v. United States – freedom of speech

· Flag burning

