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Social Studies

Grade 2

36 Benchmarks

Historical Understanding
Standard 1: Understands chronological relationships and patterns
SS2.1hu.1  Distinguishes among broad categories of historical time 
· Native Americans
· Colonial times
· Present time
History



Standard 3: Understands the history of our community, our state and our nation 

SS2.3h.1  Understands family life in a community of the past and life in a community of the 
                 present

· roles

· jobs

· communication

· technology

· cultural traditions

SS2.3h.2  Understands personal family or cultural heritage  
· stories
· celebrations

SS2.3h.3  Understands changes in daily community life over time (Native Americans, Colonial, Present) 
· goods and services

· architecture 

· Landforms

· jobs

· schooling

· transportation

· communication

· religion

· recreation

SS2.3h.7  Understands ways in which such fundamental values as fairness, protection of                     

                 individual rights, and responsibility for the common good have been applied by  

                 different groups of people

· students and personnel in the local school

SS2.3h.8  Knows how different groups of people in the community have taken responsibility for 
                 the common good

· police department

· fire department

· senior citizen home

· soup kitchen/volunteer center
· library

· post office

· ambulance

SS2.3h.9 Understands the reasons that Americans celebrate certain national holidays 
· Martin Luther King Jr.

· Fourth of July

· Memorial Day

· Christopher Columbus
· Thanksgiving

· Presidents day

· Veterans Day

· Flag Day

SS2.3h.10 Knows the history of American symbols 
· the eagle

· the Liberty Bell

· George Washington as the “father of our country”

· the national flag

Behavioral Studies



Standard 4:  Understands human development, identity and behavior   

SS2.4b.1  Understands that the groups to which a person belongs influence in varying degrees 

                 how she or he thinks and acts

· family

· friends 

· team

· community

Standard 5:  Understand social groups and interactions among individuals, groups and

                       institutions  

SS2.5b.1  Knows that people belong to some groups because they are born into them and to 

                 some groups because they join them

· teams

· scouts

· church groups

· family

· heritage

· class

SS2.5b.2  Knows unique features of different groups to which she or he belongs and also features 

                of these groups that overlap with other groups

· roles of leaders and members

· responsibilities of  leaders and members
· rules

SS2.5b.3  Understands that different groups, societies, and cultures have some similar wants and 

                 needs
· urban

· rural

· suburban

SS2.5b.4  Knows that people tend to live in families and communities in which individuals have 

                different roles

· community workers

· neighbors

Civics




Standard 6: Understands civic life, government, and its functions
SS2.6c.1  Knows examples of situations in which individuals are acting on their own and  
                situations in which individuals' actions are directed by others
· two friends decide to do something

· parents tell their children to do something

SS2.6c.2  Knows some of the problems that might result from lack of effective authority 
· inability to settle disputes or accomplish necessary tasks

SS2.6c.3  Knows that people in positions of authority have limits on their authority 
· principal cannot ground a child at home

SS2.6c.4  Knows that promoting justice is one of the fundamental purposes of law in American 
                society 

· elected leaders develop rules and laws to govern and protect community members whether it be rural, urban and/or suburban

SS2.6c.5  Knows that a good rule or law solves a specific problem, is fair, and "does not go too 
                far”

Standard 9: Understands citizenship in American democracy

SS2.9c.1  Knows that a good leader puts the interests of the people ahead of personal interests
· George Washington

· Martin Luther King

· Abraham Lincoln

· Mayor

· Governor

· Rosa Parks

· Harriet Tubman

SS2.9c.2  Knows the characteristics of a good leader 
· experience

· determination

· confidence

· a desire to be a leader

· ability to solve problems creatively

Geography  



Standard 10: Understands the uses of maps, globes and other geographic tools

SS2.10g.1  Knows the location of school, home, neighborhood, community, state, and country

SS2.10g.2  Knows the absolute and relative location of a community and places within it 

· parks

· stores

· landmarks

Standard 11: Understands physical and human characteristics of places and regions 

SS2.11g.1  Knows the physical and human characteristics of the local community  
· neighborhoods

· schools

· parks

· creeks

· shopping areas

· airports

· museums

· stadiums

· hospitals

SS2.11g.2  Knows that rural, urban, and suburban communities  can be defined in terms of their predominant human and physical 
      characteristics

· vegetation

· water bodies 

· climate

· landforms

· goods and services

· architecture

· transportation

· communication

· jobs

· recreation

Standard 13: Understands the complexity of human populations on Earth

SS2.13g.1  Understands why people choose to settle in different places 
· job

· opportunities

· available land

· climate

SS2.13g.2  Knows the similarities and differences in housing and land use in rural, urban and suburban             

                  areas

· where services are provided

· where products are made

· types of housing/yard sizes
· population density

· transportation 
· presence of infrastructure elements such as sidewalks and street lights

SS2.13g.3  Knows ways that people solve common problems by cooperating 
· working in groups to pick up trash along a road

· neighborhood watch

· Habitat for Humanity 

Standard 14: Understands how physical systems and humans modify the environment

SS2.14g.2  Knows how areas of a community have changed over time 
· size and style of homes

· how people earn their living

· changing plant and animal population

Economics  



Standard 15: Understands that scarcity of productive resources requires choices that   

                        generate opportunity costs

SS2.15e.1   Knows that goods are objects that can satisfy people's wants, and services are 
                   activities that can satisfy people's wants
SS2.15e.2  Understands that since people cannot have everything they want, they must make 
                   choices about using goods and services to satisfy wants

SS2.15e.3  Knows that a cost is what you give up when you decide to do something, and a 
                   benefit is something that satisfies your wants
SS2.15e.4  Knows that natural resources are "gifts of nature" because they are present without 
                   human interventions 

SS2.15e.5  Knows that human resources are the efforts of people who work to produce goods 
                   and to provide services

· labor or human capital

Standard 16: Understands market structures and economic systems

SS2.16e.1  Knows that a price is the amount of money that people pay when they buy a good or 
                  service

SS2.16e.2  Understands that in an exchange people trade goods and services for other goods 
                   and services or for money

Standard 17: Understands the roles of government in the United States economy and  

                        performance indicators of the economy
SS2.17e.1   Knows that some of the goods and services we use are provided by the government 
· schools

· parks

· police and fire protection

