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Social Studies 

Grade 3

22 Benchmarks

History



Standard 1: Understands chronological relationships and patterns
SS3.1hu.1  Understands calendar time 
· years

· decades

· centuries

· millenia

· BC and AD

SS3.1hu.2  Distinguishes between past, present, and future time and knows how to interpret data 

       presented in these times

· identify the time at which events occurred

· the sequence in which events developed

· what else was occurring at the time

Standard 3: Understands the history of our community, our state and our nation 

SS3.3h.1   Understands the historical events and democratic values commemorated by major
                 national holidays 

· Martin Luther King Jr. Day

· Presidents’ Day

· Memorial Day

· Fourth of July

· Labor Day

· Constitution Day

· Columbus Day

· Veterans’ Day

· Thanksgiving

Standard 4: Understands human development, identity and behavior
SS3.4b.1   Understands that people learn about others in many different ways
· direct experience

· mass communications media

· conversations with others about their work and lives

· books

SS3.4b.2 Understands that diversity exists in all cultures

· events (current and historic)

· people

· problems

· ideas

Standard 5: Understands social groups and interactions among individuals, groups and 

          institutions

SS3.5b.1   Understands that different groups, societies, and cultures may have different ways of         
                 meeting similar wants and needs
· agriculture
· shelter
· transportation
· products
· families
SS3.5b.2   Knows expression of culture includes
· language
· stories
· folktales
· music
· artistic creations
Standard 8: Understands the relationships among the United States and other nations

SS3.8c.1   Knows that the world is divided into many different nations with each one having its 
                 own government

SS3.8c.2   Knows the basic purposes of government

· develop and enforce rules and laws

· provide services

· manage disputes

SS3.8c.3   Knows that the United States is one nation and that it interacts with other nations in the world

Standard 9: Understands citizenship in American democracy

SS3.9c.1   Knows that a citizen is a legally recognized member of the United States who has
                 certain rights and privileges and certain responsibilities 

· privileges such as the right to vote and hold public office 

· responsibilities such as respecting the law, voting, paying taxes, serving on juries

SS3.9c.2   Knows that citizens owe allegiance or loyalty to the United States and in turn they 
                 receive protection and other services from the government

SS3.9c.3   Knows the difference between a citizen and a non-citizen (alien), and knows that 
                 people become citizens by birth or naturalization

Standard 10: Understands the uses of maps, globes and other geographic tools
SS3.10g.1  Knows the basic elements of maps and globes
· title

· legend

· key

· compass rose

· scale

· equator

· prime meridian

· hemispheres
· latitude and longitude
· geographic representations (birds-eye, aerial, or satellite views)
SS3.10g.2   Knows the location of continents and oceans 
· relationship of world communities to each other

Standard 11: Understands physical and human characteristics of places and regions
SS3.11g.1  Knows the characteristics of a variety of regions
· land form

· climate

· housing

· products

· religion 

· language
Standard 13:  Understands the complexity of human populations on Earth
SS3.13g.1   Knows the similarities and differences in characteristics of culture in different           
       countries (beginning with the United States)

· environment and resources

· technology
· food
· shelter
· social organization
· beliefs and customs
· schooling
· cultural expectations of girls and boys
· holidays and festivals
· monuments and memorials
· symbols
· currency
SS3.13g.2   Knows areas of dense human settlement and why they are densely populated
· fertile soil, good transportation and availability of water 

· availability of  natural resources 
Standard 14: Understands how physical systems and humans modify the environment 
SS3.14g.1   Knows how humans adapt to variations in the physical environment 
· choices of clothing

· housing styles

· agricultural practices

· recreational activities

· food

· daily and seasonal patterns of life

SS3.14g.2   Knows how communities benefit from the physical environment
· fishing

· farming

· mining

· manufacturing

· tourism

Standard 16: Understands market structures and economic systems
SS3.16e.1    Knows that societies organize their economies based on their needs and wants as well as the resources available

Standard 18: Understands international economics

SS3.18e.1   Knows that production, distribution, exchange, and consumption of goods and services are economic decisions all societies must make

