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Social Studies

Grade 6

69 Benchmarks
Historical Understanding

Standard 1:  Understands chronological relationships and patterns
SS6.1hu.1
Knows how to construct and interpret multiple-tier time lines 

SS6.1hu.2 
Understands patterns of change and continuity in the historical succession of related events

Standard 2:  
Understands historical perspective

SS6.2hu.1
Knows how to view the past in terms of the norms and values of the time

SS6.2hu.2 
Knows different types of primary and secondary sources and the motives, interests, and bias expressed in them

Standard 3:
Understands long-term changes and recurring patterns in world history

SS6.3hu.1
Understands major patterns of long-distance trade from ancient times to the present and how trade has contributed to economic and cultural change in particular societies or civilizations

SS6.3hu.2  
Understands the economic and social importance of slavery and other forms of coerced labor in various societies 

SS6.3hu.3
Understands how ideals and institutions of freedom, equality, justice and citizenship have changed over time and from one society to another

SS6.3hu.4
Understands ways in which human action has contributed to long-term changes in the natural environment in particular regions or worldwide

Behavioral Studies

Standard 4:  
Understands human development, identity, and behavior

SS6.4bs.1
Understands that technology, especially in transportation and communication, is increasingly important in spreading ideas, values and behavior patterns within a society and among different societies
Standard 5:  
Understands social groups and interactions among individuals, groups and individuals

SS6.5bs.1
Understands how language, literature, the arts, architecture, other artifacts, traditions, beliefs, values, and behaviors contribute to the development and transmission of culture

Civics

Standard 6:   
Understands civic life, government, and its functions

SS6.6c.1
Understands the importance of the rule of law in establishing limits on both those who govern and the governed, protecting individual rights and promoting the common good

Standard 7:
Understands the essential characteristics of limited and unlimited governments
SS6.7c.1
Understands the basic structure of authoritarian systems and totalitarian systems, and how these systems are considered unlimited governments
Standard 8:
Understands the sources, purpose and functions of law, and the importance of the rule of law for the protection of individual rights and the common good

SS6.8c.1
Understands major ideas about why government is necessary 
SS6.8c.2
Understands the possible consequences of the absence of a rule of law 
Standard 9:
Understands the concept of a constitution, the various purposed that constitutions serve, and the conditions that contribute to the establishment and maintenance of constitutional government
SS6.9c.1 
Knows possible consequences of the absence of government and rules and laws 

SS6.9c.2
Knows some basic uses of constitutions 
Standard 10:
Understands how the world is organized politically into nation-states, how nation-states interact with one another, and issues surrounding U.S. foreign policy
SS6.10c.1
Knows the purposes and functions of major governmental international organizations and nongovernmental international organizations 

Standard 11:
Understands the relationships among nations
SS6.11c.1
Knows reasons for the breakdown of order among nation states

Geography
Standard 12: 
Understands the characteristics and uses of maps, globes and other geographic tools and technologies
SS6.12g.1
Knows the basic elements of maps and globes 
SS6.12g.2
Uses thematic maps 

SS6.12g.3
Knows the advantages and disadvantages of maps, globes, and other geographic tools to illustrate a data set 
SS6.12g.4
Understands the patterns and processes of migration and diffusion

Standard 13: 
Knows the location of places, geographic features and patterns of the environment 
SS6.13g.1
Knows the location of physical and human features on maps and globes 
Standard 14:
Understands the physical and human characteristics of places and regions
SS6.14g.1
Knows how technology shapes the human and physical characteristics of places 
SS6.14g.2
Knows the human characteristics of places

SS6.14g.3
Knows the physical characteristics of places 

Standard 15:  
Understands concept of regions 

SS6.15g.1
Understands criteria that give a region identity 
SS6.15g.2
Understands how regions change over time and the consequences of these changes 
Standard 16:  
Understands the nature, distribution and migration complexity of human population on Earth

SS6.16g.1
Knows the factors that influence patterns of rural-urban migration 
SS6.16g.2
Understands factors that contribute to cooperation or conflict within and between regions and countries
Standard 17:
Understands the patterns of human settlement and their causes

SS6.17g.1
Knows the causes and consequences of urbanization 
Standard 18:
Knows how physical systems affect human systems
SS6.18g.1
Knows the ways people take aspects of the environment into account when deciding on locations for human activities 
Standard 19:  
Understands how physical systems and humans modify the environment

SS6.19g.1
Knows the ways people take aspects of the environment into account when deciding on locations for human activities
Economics

Standard 20:
Understands the concept of prices and the interaction of supply and demand in the market economy
SS6.20e.1
Understands that relative prices and how they affect people’s decisions are the means by which a market system provides answers to the basic economic questions: What goods and services will be produced? How will they be produced? Who will buy them?
SS6.20e.2
Understands that the demand for a product will normally change  if there is a change in consumers’ incomes, tastes, and preferences, or a change in the prices of related products


Standard 21:
Understands characteristics of different economic systems, economic institutions, and economic incentives
SS6.21e.1
Knows that in a command economic system a central authority, usually the government, makes the major decisions about production and distribution

SS6.21e.2
Knows that in a market economic system individual households and business firms make the major decisions about production and distribution in a decentralized manner following their own self-interests

SS6.21e.3
Understands that national economies vary in the extent to which they rely on government directives (central planning) and signals from private markets

SS6.21e.4
Understands that many non-economic factors influence patterns of economic behavior and decision making

SS6.21e.5
Understands in traditional economies, decision making and problem solving are guided by the past.

Standard 22:
Understands basic features of market structures and exchanges
SS6.22e.1
Knows that competitive markets are those with many buyers and sellers, where no one person or firm controls prices or the number of products for sale

Standard 23:  
Understands basic concepts about international economies

SS6.23e.1
Understands that trade between nations would not occur if nations had the same kinds of productive resources and could produce all goods and services at the same real costs

SS6.23e.2
Understands that international trade promotes greater specialization, which increases total world output, and increases material standards of living

SS6.23e.3
Understands that increasing international interdependence causes economic conditions and policies in one nation to affect economic conditions in many other nations

Standard 24:
Understands that scarcity of productive resources requires choice that generate opportunity costs

SS6.24e.1
Understands that scarcity of resources necessitates choice at both the personal and the societal levels

SS6.24e.2
Understands that increasing labor productivity is the major way in which a nation can improve the standard of living of its people

SS6.24e.3
Knows that productive resources are all natural resources, human resources, and capital resources used to produce goods and to provide services

SS6.24e.4
Understands that goods and services are scarce because there are not enough productive resources to satisfy all of the wants of individuals, governments, and societies

SS6.24e.5
Knows that all decisions involve opportunity costs and that effective economic decision making involves weighing the costs and benefits associated with alternative choices

SS6.24e.6
Knows that productivity can be measured as output per worker, per hour, per machine, or per unit of land

World History 
Standard 25:
Understands the major characteristics of civilizations and the development of civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt and the Indus Valley
SS6.25wh.1
Understands environmental and cultural factors that shaped the development of Mesopotamia, Egypt and the Indus Valley 
Standard 26:
Understands major trends in Eurasia and Africa from 4000 to 1000 BCE
SS6.26wh.1
Knows areas of Eurasia and Africa where cities and dense farming populations appeared between 4000 and 1000 BCE, and understands the connection between the spread of agriculture and the acceleration of world population growth

Standard 27:
Understands how Aegean civilization emerged and how interrelations developed among peoples of the Eastern Mediterranean and Southwest Asia from 600 to 200 BCE
SS6.27wh.1
Understands the social and political characteristics of Greek city-states 
Standard 28:
Understands the redefinition of European society and culture from 1000 to 1300 CE
SS6.28wh.1
Understands the significance of developments in medieval English legal and constitutional practice and their importance for modern democratic thought and institutions
Standard 29:
Understands how European society experienced political, economic, and cultural transformations in an age of global intercommunication between 1450 and 1750
SS6.29wh.1
Understands how European society experienced political, economic and cultural transformations in an age of global intercommunication between 1450 and 1750

Standard 30:
Understand major global trends from 1750 to 1914
SS6.30wh.1
Understands the importance of ideas associated with republicanism, liberalism, socialism, and constitutionalism on 19th-century political life in such states as Great Britain, France, the United States, Germany, Russia, Mexico, Argentina, the Ottoman Empire, China, or Japan 
Standard 31:
Understands the search for community, stability, and peace in an interdependent world
SS6.31wh.1
Understands the role of political ideology, religion, and ethnicity in shaping modern governments 

Standard 32:
Understands long-term changes and recurring patterns in world history
SS6.32wh.1
Understands the development of the nation-state and how nation-states differ from empires or other forms of political organization

SS6.32wh.2
Understands how ideals and institutions of freedom, equality, justice, and citizenship have changed over time and from one society to another
Standard 33:
(Prehistory to 2000 BCE) Understands the biological and cultural processes that shaped the earliest human communities and emergence of agricultural societies
SS6.33wh.1
Understands the development and characteristics of early agricultural communities 

SS6.33wh.2  
Understands influences on and the impact of early agricultural communities 

SS6.33wh.3  
Understands the bases for the argument that agricultural life was an advance in human social development

Standard 34:
(4000 - 1000 BCE) Understands the early civilizations and the rise of the pastoral peoples
SS6.34wh.1
Understands the role of technology in early agrarian societies

Standard 35: 
(1000 BCE - 300 CE) Understands the classical traditions, major religions and rise of giant empires
SS6.35wh.1
Understands significant cultural achievements of Greek society
SS6.35wh.2
Understands social, political and cultural characteristics of Roman society 

SS6.35wh.3  
Understands possible reasons and political events that may have contributed to the decline of the Roman Empire 

Standard 36:
(1450 - 1770) Understands global expansion and the early modern world
SS6.36wh.1
Understands the impact of the Renaissance and Reformation in changing European society
Standard 37:
(1900 - 1945) Understands patterns of global changes:  world wars, industrialism, urbanization and imperialism
SS6.37wh.1
Understands the influence of Nazism on European society and Jewish culture
Standard 38:
(1945 - present) Understands post-industrialism and global interdependence

SS6.38wh.1
Understands the shift in political and economic conditions after World War II

SS6.38wh.2
Understands political and social change in the developing countries of the Middle East, Africa and Asia after World War II 

The Baldwinsville Standards were derived from the New York State Learning Standards for Social Studies:

Standard 1:
History of the United States and New York


Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

Standard 2:
World History


Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.

Standard 3:
Geography


Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live – local, national, and global – including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the Earth’s surface.

Standard 4:
Economics


Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making units function in the U.S. and other national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market and no market mechanisms.

Standard 5:
Civics, Citizenship, and Government


Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the U.S. and other nations; the U.S. Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation.

and other national and international reports such as:

www.mcrel.org
www.statestandards.org 
