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Social Studies

Grade 7

44 Benchmarks

Historical Understanding 


Standard 1: Understands chronological relationships and patterns

SS7.1hu.1  Knows how to construct and interpret multiple-tier time lines 

SS7.1hu.2  Understands and can describe patterns of change and continuity in the 

                   historical succession of related events

Standard 2: Understands historical perspective

SS7.2hu.1  Knows different types of primary and secondary sources and the motives,

                   interests, and bias expressed in them

SS7.2hu.2 Understands that specific individuals had a great impact on history

SS7.2hu.3  Understands how to evaluate historical fiction according to the accuracy of its 

                   content and the author’s interpretation

Standard 3: Understands long-term changes and recurring patterns in world 

                      history

SS7.3hu.1  Understands major patterns of long-distance trade and the slave track from 

                   ancient times to the present and how trade has contributed to economic and 

                   cultural change in particular societies or civilizations

Behavioral Studies


Standard 4: Understands human development, identity, and behavior

SS7.4bs.1  Understands that each culture has distinctive patterns of behavior and how 

                   tensions between different groups may arise

SS7.4bs.2 Understands that technology, especially in transportation and communication, 

                  is increasingly important in spreading ideas, values and behavior patterns 

                  within a society and among different societies

Standard 5:  Understands social groups and interactions among individuals

SS7.5bs.1  Understands that certain groups have the ability or inability to recognize both 

                  similarities and differences within various culture groups

Civics


Standard 6: Understands civic life, government and its functions

SS7.6c.1  Understands how politics enables people with differing ideas to reach binding 

                 agreements

SS7.6c.2  Knows institutions that have the authority to direct or control the behavior of 

                members of a society 

SS7.6c.3  Understands why government is necessary 

SS7.6c.4  Knows various uses of the term "constitution" 

SS7.6c.5  Understands the primary responsibilities of each branch of government in a 

                  system of shared powers and ways in which each branch shares the powers 

                  and functions of the other branches

SS7.6c.6  Knows the basic characteristics of a confederal system of government 

Standard 7: Understands the Constitution and the basic values and principles of  

                     (United States) democracy

SS7.7c.1  Knows the essential ideas of American constitutional government that are 

                expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and other 

                writings 

SS7.7c.2  Knows a variety of forms of diversity in American society

SS7.7c.3  Understands the basic concept of due process of law 

Standard 9: Understands the role of the citizen in a democracy

SS7.9c.1  Knows what constitutes personal and political rights and the major 

                documentary sources of personal rights

Standard 14: Understands how physical systems and human actions modify the 

                        environment

SS7.14g.1   Knows how physical and human geographic factors have influenced major 

                    historic events and movements 

Standard 18: Understands basic concepts about international economics

SS7.18e.1  Knows that exports are goods and services produced in one nation but sold to

                  buyers in another nation; knows that imports are goods or services bought 

                  from sellers in another nation

United States History


Standard 19: Understands the cultural characteristics of societies in the Americas, 

                       Western Europe, and Western Africa Beginnings to 1620

SS7.19H.1  Understands European perspectives of different cultures during the period of

                   exploration and early settlement and the long-term impact of their voyages

Standard 20: Understands colonial history and settlement in the Americas and how 

                        political, religious, and social institutions took root 1585 - 1763

SS7.20H.1  Understands the cultural and environmental impacts of European settlement

                    in North America

SS7.20H.2  Understands the role of religion and economics in the English colonies

SS7.20H.3  Understands the social, cultural, and political events that shaped African

                     slavery in colonial America

Standard 21: Understands the causes of the American Revolution and the impact on 

                        the economy, society, and government 1754-1820

SS7.21H.1  Understands how political, ideological, and religious ideas joined economic 

                    interests to bring about the "shot heard round the world"

SS7.21H.2  Understands the terms of the Treaty of Paris and implications for U.S.

                    relationships with Native Americans and European powers who still held 

                    interests and territory in North America

SS7.21H.3  Understands political and economic issues addressed by the Continental 

                   Congress

SS7.21H.4  Understands how the ideals of the American Revolution influenced the goals

                   of various groups of people during and after the war 

SS7.21H.5  Understands events that led to and shaped the Constitutional Convention and 

                    understands arguments over the necessity of  a Bill of Rights

Standard 22: Understands the conflict of nationalism and sectionalism in the

                       expanding nation 1801 - 1865

SS7.22H.1  Understands the short-term political and long-term cultural impacts of the 

                    Louisiana Purchase 

SS7.22H.2  Understands the significance of the Lewis and Clark expedition 

SS7.22H.3  Understands the major events of U.S. foreign policy during the early 19th 

                    century 

SS7.22H.4   Understands different economic, cultural, and social characteristics of 

                     slavery after 1800 and its impact on American politics

SS7.22H.5   Understands the major events and issues that promoted sectional conflicts 

                     and strained national cohesiveness in the antebellum period

SS7.22H.6   Understands how women influenced reform movements and American 

                     society during the antebellum period

Standard 23: Understands the causes and character of the Civil War and the effects 

                       of the war on reconstruction 1850 - 1877

SS7.23H.1  Understands the development of sectional polarization and secession prior to

                    the Civil War and the circumstances and events that shaped it

SS7.23H.2  Understands the economic and social problems facing the South and their 

                    impact on different groups of people at the close of the Civil War and the 

                    attempt to improve

SS7.23H.3  Understands attempts to improve African American lives during 

                    Reconstruction

 World History



Standard 33:
(1000 - 1500) Understands the expansion and centralization of power

                         of states and civilizations

Expansion of States and Civilizations in the Americas, 1000 to 1500

SS7.33wh.1   Understands the similarities and differences between Incan and Aztec 

                       Society

Standard 34:
(1450 - 1770) Understands global expansion and the early modern 

                         world 

Socio-Economic Interrelations among Africa, Europe, and the Americas, 1500-1750

SS7.34wh.1  Understands the European role in the Americas between the 16th and 18th 

                       Centuries

Standard 35:
(1700 - 1900)  Understands global unrest and the age of revolutions

Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions, 1700-1850

SS7.35wh.1  Understands the effect of the industrial revolution on social and political 

                     conditions in various regions 

SS7.35wh.2  Understands aspects of the abolition movement in the 18th and 19th 

                     Centuries

SS7.35wh.3   Understands the impact of new technologies and methods of production 

                       that developed during the agricultural and industrial revolutions 
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