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Content Knowledge

5/17/2004

Social Studies

Grade 7

44 Benchmarks

Historical Understanding 


Standard 1: Understands chronological relationships and patterns

SS7.1hu.1  Knows how to construct and interpret multiple-tier time lines 

· a time line that contains important social, economic, and political developments in American history

SS7.1hu.2  Understands and can describe patterns of change and continuity in the 

                   historical succession of related events

Standard 2: Understands historical perspective

SS7.2hu.1  Knows different types of primary and secondary sources and the motives,

                   interests, and bias expressed in them

· eyewitness accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos

· magazine articles, newspaper accounts, hearsay

SS7.2hu.2  Understands that specific individuals had a great impact on history

· understands that specific individuals and the values those individuals held had an impact on history

SS7.2hu.3  Understands how to evaluate historical fiction according to the accuracy of its 

                   content and the author’s interpretation

Standard 3: Understands long-term changes and recurring patterns in world 

                      history

SS7.3hu.1  Understands major patterns of long-distance trade and the slave track from 

                   ancient times to the present and how trade has contributed to economic and 

                   cultural change in particular societies or civilizations

Behavioral Studies


Standard 4: Understands human development, identity, and behavior

SS7.4bs.1  Understands that each culture has distinctive patterns of behavior and how 

                   tensions between different groups may arise

· social, moral, economic and political differences between North and South

SS7.4bs.2 Understands that technology, especially in transportation and communication, 

                  is increasingly important in spreading ideas, values and behavior patterns 

                  within a society and among different societies

· use of canals, steamboats and railroads to connect different regions of the US

Standard 5:  Understands social groups and interactions among individuals

SS7.5bs.1  Understands that certain groups have the ability or inability to recognize both 

                  similarities and differences within various culture groups

· Puritans inability to recognize differences

· Quakers ability to accept differences

Civics


Standard 6: Understands civic life, government and its functions

SS7.6c.1  Understands how politics enables people with differing ideas to reach binding 

                 agreements

· presenting information and evidence, stating arguments, negotiating, compromising, voting

SS7.6c.2  Knows institutions that have the authority to direct or control the behavior of 

                members of a society 

· a school board

· state legislature

· courts

· Congress

SS7.6c.3  Understands why government is necessary 

· people's lives, liberty, and property would be insecure without government

· individuals by themselves cannot do many of the things they can do collectively such as create a highway system

· provide armed forces for the security of the nation

· make and enforce laws

SS7.6c.4  Knows various uses of the term "constitution" 

· as a description of a form of government; as a document

· Knows how constitutions have been used to promote the interests of a particular group, class, religion, or political party 

· Knows how constitutions have been used to protect individual rights and promote the common good (e.g., First Amendment, Nineteenth Amendment in the United States Constitution)

SS7.6c.5  Understands the primary responsibilities of each branch of government in a 

                  system of shared powers and ways in which each branch shares the powers 

                  and functions of the other branches

· Understands characteristics of systems of shared powers (e.g., in the United States the president and members of the president's Cabinet cannot be members of Congress)

SS7.6c.6  Knows the basic characteristics of a confederal system of government 

· sovereign states delegate powers to a national government for specific purposes, and examples of this system of government:  the United States under the Articles of Confederation and the Confederate States of America

· power is divided and shared between national and state governments, and knows examples of this system of government, e.g., the government of the United States

· understands that his/her state has a constitution because the United States is a federal system

Standard 7: Understands the Constitution and the basic values and principles of  

                     (United States) democracy

SS7.7c.1  Knows the essential ideas of American constitutional government that are 

                expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and other 

                writings 

· the Constitution is a higher law that authorizes a government of limited powers

· the Preamble to the Constitution states the purposes of government such as to form a more perfect union, establish justice, provide for the common defense, and promote the general welfare

· Understands how specific provisions of the United States Constitution (including the Bill of Rights) limit the powers of government in order to protect the rights of individuals (e.g., habeas corpus; trial by jury; ex post facto; freedom of religion, speech, press, and assembly; equal protection of the law; due process of law; right to counsel)

SS7.7c.2  Knows a variety of forms of diversity in American society

· regional, linguistic, socioeconomic

· Knows major conflicts in American society that have arisen from diversity (e.g., North/South conflict, conflict about land, suffrage, and other rights of Native Americans, Catholic/Protestant conflicts in the nineteenth century, conflict about civil rights of minorities and women present day ethnic conflict in urban settings)

· the Civil War

SS7.7c.3  Understands the basic concept of due process of law 

Standard 9: Understands the role of the citizen in a democracy

SS7.9c.1  Knows what constitutes personal and political rights and the major 

                documentary sources of personal rights

· Declaration of Independence, United States Constitution including the Bill of Rights, state constitutions

· understands the importance to individuals and society of such personal rights as freedom of conscience and religion, freedom of expression and association, freedom of movement and residence, and privacy

· understands the importance to individuals and society of such political rights as the right to vote and run for public office and the freedom of speech, press, assembly, and petition

Standard 14: Understands how physical systems and human actions modify the 

                         environment

SS7.14g.1   Knows how physical and human geographic factors have influenced major 

                    historic events and movements 

· the forced transport of Africans to North and South America because of the need for cheap labor

· the profitability of the triangle trade and the locations of prevailing wind and ocean currents

· major water crossings that have affected U.S. history such as the Delaware River near Trenton, New Jersey

Standard 18: Understands basic concepts about international economics

SS7.18e.1  Knows that exports are goods and services produced in one nation but sold to

                  buyers in another nation; knows that imports are goods or services bought 

                  from sellers in another nation

United States History


Standard 19: Understands the cultural characteristics of societies in the Americas, 

                       Western Europe, and Western Africa Beginnings to 1620

SS7.19H.1  Understands European perspectives of different cultures during the period of

                   exploration and early settlement and the long-term impact of their voyages

· European attitudes toward property and the environment

· Columbus' interactions with indigenous peoples

· the social composition of early settlers of America and their motives for exploration and colonization

· methods the Spanish used to conquer the Aztec and Incan empires

Standard 20: Understands colonial history and settlement in the Americas and how 

                        political, religious, and social institutions took root 1585 - 1763

SS7.20H.1  Understands the cultural and environmental impacts of European settlement

                    in North America

· friendly and conflicting relations between English, French, Spanish, and Dutch settlers and Native Americans

· how various Native American societies changed as a result of the expanding European settlements and how they influenced European societies

SS7.20H.2  Understands the role of religion and economics in the English colonies

· the evolution of religious freedom,

· treatment of religious dissenters such as Anne Hutchison

· the concept of the separation of church and state

SS7.20H.3  Understands the social, cultural, and political events that shaped African

                     slavery in colonial America

· how slavery in African societies differed from chattel racial slavery in English colonies

· influence of African heritage on efforts to develop a new African American culture

· incidents of resistance to slavery

· the introduction of crops by African slaves

Standard 21: Understands the causes of the American Revolution and the impact on 

                        the economy, society, and government 1754-1820

SS7.21H.1  Understands how political, ideological, and religious ideas joined economic 

                    interests to bring about the "shot heard round the world"

· leaders of resistance to imperial policy

· the English tax on the colonists to help pay for the Seven Years War

SS7.21H.2  Understands the terms of the Treaty of Paris and implications for U.S.

                    relationships with Native Americans and European powers who still held 

                    interests and territory in North America

· increased land claims for England and colonists, Proclamation of 1763

SS7.21H.3  Understands political and economic issues addressed by the Continental 

                   Congress

· the accomplishments and failures of the Continental Congress,

· the Northwest Ordinance of 1787

· revolutionary war debt

· the dispute over the sale of western lands

SS7.21H.4  Understands how the ideals of the American Revolution influenced the goals

                   of various groups of people during and after the war 

· African Americans

· Native Americans

· Loyalists

· Women

· young people

SS7.21H.5  Understands events that led to and shaped the Constitutional Convention and 

                    understands arguments over the necessity of  a Bill of Rights

· alternative plans and major compromises considered by delegates

· the grievances of the debtor class and the fears of wealthy creditors involved in Shay's Rebellion

· the accomplishments and failures of the Articles of Confederation

· Anti-Federalist arguments for its inclusion in the Constitution 

Standard 22: Understands the conflict of nationalism and sectionalism in the

                       expanding nation 1801 - 1865

SS7.22H.1  Understands the short-term political and long-term cultural impacts of the 

                    Louisiana Purchase 

· those who opposed and supported the acquisition

· the impact on Native Americans between 1801 and 1861

SS7.22H.2  Understands the significance of the Lewis and Clark expedition 

· its role as a scientific expedition,

· its contributions to friendly relations with Native Americans

SS7.22H.3  Understands the major events of U.S. foreign policy during the early 19th 

                    century 

· differences between the Monroe Doctrine and earlier foreign policy

· renewed English-French hostilities

· whether the War of 1812 was a war of independence, expansion, or maritime rights

SS7.22H.4   Understands different economic, cultural, and social characteristics of 

                     slavery after 1800 and its impact on American politics

· the influence of the Haitian Revolution and the ending of the Atlantic slave trade

· how slaves forged their own culture in the face of oppression

· the role of the plantation system in shaping slaveholders and the enslaved

· the experiences of escaped slaves

SS7.22H.5   Understands the major events and issues that promoted sectional conflicts 

                     and strained national cohesiveness in the antebellum period

· support and opposition of the Missouri Compromise of 1820

· the debate over slavery from the late 1830s to the Compromise of 1850

· how tariff policy and issues of state's rights influenced party development and promoted sectional differences

· the reception of proslavery and antislavery ideologies in the North and South

· arguments used to defend slavery in the 18th and 19th centuries

SS7.22H.6   Understands how women influenced reform movements and American 

                     society during the antebellum period

· the Seneca Falls "Declaration of Sentiments" of 1848

· the leadership role women played in major reform movement

· how the public at large viewed these women

Standard 23: Understands the causes and character of the Civil War and the effects 

                       of the war on reconstruction 1850 - 1877

SS7.23H.1  Understands the development of sectional polarization and secession prior to

                    the Civil War and the circumstances and events that shaped it

· how events after the Compromise of 1850 and the Dred Scott decision impacted sectional differences

· southern justification for secession

· the presidential leadership of Buchanan and Lincoln during the secession crisis

· the appeal of the Northern "free labor" ideology in preventing the further extension of slavery in the new territories

· cultural differences

· conflicting economic issues

· opposing constitutional perspectives

· differences between the economic, technological, and human resources of both sides

· the impact of the Emancipation Proclamation on the outcome of the war

· the motives and experiences of Confederate and white and African American Union soldiers

· different perspectives on conscription

· the effects of divided loyalties

SS7.23H.2  Understands the economic and social problems facing the South and their 

                    impact on different groups of people at the close of the Civil War and the 

                    attempt to improve

SS7.23H.3  Understands attempts to improve African American lives during 

                    Reconstruction

· African American attempts to improve their economic position, their quest for land ownership

· how the Freedmen's Bureau proposed to deal with abandoned lands in the South

· plans advocated by President Lincoln, Congressional leaders, and President Johnson

· the Compromise of 1877

· different perspectives on the effectiveness of the Reconstruction amendments

 World History



Standard 33:
(1000 - 1500) Understands the expansion and centralization of power

                         of states and civilizations

Expansion of States and Civilizations in the Americas, 1000 to 1500

SS7.33wh.1   Understands the similarities and differences between Incan and Aztec 

                       Society

· the essential differences between Aztec and Incan government, economy, religion, and social organization;

· how Incan and Aztec art and architecture reveal cultural achievements in their societies

Standard 34:
(1450 - 1770) Understands global expansion and the early modern 

                         world 

Socio-Economic Interrelations among Africa, Europe, and the Americas, 1500-1750

SS7.34wh.1  Understands the European role in the Americas between the 16th and 18th 

                       Centuries

· European control in the form of territorial empires, trading-post empires, plantation colonies, and settler colonies

· European interest in trade and the role of mercantilism in the colonies

· why sugar, tobacco, coffee, tea, and other crops grown in the colonies became so important in the world economy

· different jobs performed by indigenous peoples in the Americas

Standard 35:
(1700 - 1900)  Understands global unrest and the age of revolutions

Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions, 1700-1850

SS7.35wh.1  Understands the effect of the industrial revolution on social and political 

                      conditions in various regions 

· connections between industrialization, labor unions, and movements for political and social reform in England, Western Europe, and the United States

· the pace and extent of industrialization in Great Britain and the United States in the latter half of the 19th century

· changes affected by the “Great Reform” bill of 1832, and how it addressed problems of the industrial revolution

· the impact of the industrial revolution in Europe and the Atlantic Basin including connections between population growth, industrialization, and urbanization

SS7.35wh.2  Understands aspects of the abolition movement in the 18th and 19th 

                      Centuries

· the organization and arguments of movements in Europe and the Americas that sought to end slavery, and how the trans Atlantic slave trade was suppressed

· why and how the slave trade continued after it had been outlawed

· major accomplishments of the American abolitionist Frederick Douglass and other significant individuals in the abolition movement including Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth

· the discourse surrounding the abolition of slavery including the debate over slavery in the context of the French Revolution 

SS7.35wh.3   Understands the impact of new technologies and methods of production 

                        that developed during the agricultural and industrial revolutions 

· the importance of the seed drill, crop rotation, stock breeding and three piece iron during the agricultural revolution

· the roles of interchangeable parts and mass production in the industrial revolution

· new patterns in world manufacturing production the developed in different nations between 1800 and 1900
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