Social Studies

Grade 8

100 Benchmarks 

Historical Understanding 


Standard 1: Understands chronological relationships and patterns

SS8.1hu.1  Knows how to diagram the temporal structure of events

SS8.1hu.2  Knows how to construct and interpret multiple-tier time lines 

SS8.1hu.3  Knows how to calculate calendar time

SS8.1hu.4  Knows how to describe a series of events of the nation into broadly defined 

                  eras or periods

Standard 2: Understands historical perspective

SS6.2hu.1  Knows how to view the past in terms of the norms and values of the time

SS8.2hu.2  Knows different types of primary and secondary sources and the motives, 

                  interests, and bias expressed in them

SS8.2hu.3  Understands that  specific individuals had a great impact on history

SS8.2hu.4  Understands that specific ideas had an impact on history

SS8.2hu.5  Understands that specific decisions and events had an impact on history

SS8.2hu.6  Understands how to evaluate historical fiction according to the accuracy of its

                   content and the author’s interpretation

Civics



SS8.7c.1   Understands the importance of  the rule of law in establishing limits on both 

                  those who govern and the governed, protecting individual rights, and 

                  promoting the common good

SS8.7c.2   Understands the basic concept of due process of law 

Geography


Standard 10: Understands the uses of maps, globes and other geographic tools

SS8.10g.1  Knows the purposes and distinguishing characteristics of different map 

                   projections, including distortion on flat map projections 

SS8.10g.2  Understands how places are connected and how these connections

                  demonstrate interdependence and accessibility

Standard 13: Understands the nature and complexity of human populations on 

                        Earth

SS8.13g.1  Knows the factors that influence patterns of rural urban migration

SS8.13g.2  Knows the distinctive cultural landscapes associated with migrant populations

SS8.13g.3  Understands the spatial aspects of systems designed to deliver goods and

                   Services

SS8.13g.4  Understands factors that influence the location of industries 

SS8.13g.5  Understands historic and contemporary systems of transportation and 

                   communication in the development of economic activities

SS8.13g.6  Knows the similarities and differences in various settlement patterns of the 

                   world 

Standard 14: Understands how physical systems and human actions modify the 

                       environment
SS8.14g.1  Understands the ways in which technology influences the human capacity to 

                   modify the physical environment

SS8.14g.2  Understands the environmental consequences of both the unintended and 

                   intended outcomes of major technological changes in human history

Economics


Standard 15:  Understands that scarcity of productive resources requires choices 

                         that generate opportunity costs

SS8.15e.1  Knows that productivity can be measured as output per worker, per hour, per 

                   machine, or per unit of land

Standard 16:  Understands market structures and different economic systems

SS8.16e.1  Understands the types of specialized economic institutions found in market 

                   economies 

SS8.16e.2  Understands the “law of demand” 

SS8.16e.3  Understands that funds are channeled from savers to borrowers through banks

Standard 17: Understands the roles government plays in the United States economy 

                        and various indicators of the state of the economy

SS8.17e.1  Understands that the unemployment rate rises during a recession, and the

                   economy’s production is less than its potential level

SS8.17e.2  Knows that inflation refers to a sustained increase in the average price level of 

                  the entire economy and knows that deflation refers to a sustained decrease in 

                  the average price level of the entire economy

SS8.17e.3  Knows that Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the total market value,

                  expressed in dollars, of all final goods and services produced in the economy 

                  in a given year and is used as an indicator of the state of the economy

Standard 18: Understands basic concepts about international economics

SS8.18e.1  Knows that exports are goods and services produced in one nation but sold to 

                  buyers in another nation;  Knows that imports are goods or services bought 

                  from sellers in another nation

SS8.18e.2  Understands that increasing international interdependence causes economic

                   conditions and policies in one nation to affect economic conditions in many 

                   other nations

United States History


Standard 23: Understands the causes and character of the Civil War and the effects

                       of the war on reconstruction 1850 - 1877

SS8.23H.1  Understands the economic, social, and cultural differences between the North 

                    and South 

SS8.23H.2  Understands the development of sectional polarization and secession prior to

                    the Civil War

SS8.23H.3  Understands issues other than slavery that led to the Civil War

SS8.23H.4  Understands the social, political and economic circumstances that shaped the 

                   Civil War and its outcome 

SS8.23H.5  Understands the effect of differing Reconstruction policies and how they

                    were perceived 

SS8.23H.6  Understands the reasons for and consequences of President Johnson's 

                    impeachment and trial 

SS8.23H.7  Understands the economic, political and social problems facing the South and

                    their impact on different groups of people and regions at the close of the 

                    Civil War

SS8.23H.8  Understands attempts to improve African American lives during 

                    Reconstruction

Standard 24: Understands how industrialization, immigration, urbanization, and 

                        United States foreign policy transformed America 1870 - 1900

SS8.24H.1  Understands influences on business and industry in the 19th century

SS8.24H.2  Understands causes, consequences and responses to the challenges of rapid 

                    urbanization and industrial development in the late 19th century 

SS8.24H.3  Understands influences on the development of the American West and 

                    interaction between Native Americans and whites

SS8.24H.4  Understands the background and experiences of immigrants of the late 19th 

                   century

SS8.24H.5  Understands the scientific theories of race and their application to society and 

                    politics

SS8.24H.6  Understands changes in American life in the late 19th century

SS8.24H.7  Understands opposition to discrimination in the late 19th century

SS8.24H.8  Understands the conditions affecting employment and labor in the late 19th
                   century and reactions to the labor movement

SS8.24H.9   Understands the goals of political parties and individuals in the late 19th 

                     century

Standard 25: Understands the changing role of the United States at home with the 

                        Progressives and abroad as a world power in World War I and on the 

                        eve of the Great Depression 1890-1930

SS8.25H.1  Understands the causes and consequences of the Spanish-American War

SS8.25H.2  Understands factors that influenced U.S. expansionism in the late 19th 

                   century

SS8.25H.3  Understands the spread of Progressive ideas and the successes of the 

                    Progressive movement

SS8.25H.4  Understands the influence of events and individuals on the Progressive

                    Movement

SS8.25H.5  Understands the issues of those groups who supported and rejected the goals 

                   of Progressivism

SS8.25H.6  Understands different types of U.S. diplomacy in the early 20th century and 

                    how they were applied

SS8.25H.7  Understands the development of World War I 

SS8.25H.8  Understands the United States' intervention in World War I

SS8.25H.9  Understands the impact of the United States involvement in World War I

SS8.25H.10  Understands the significance of the Russian Revolution, its impact on the 

                      war and on the foreign policies of the U.S. and Allied powers

SS8.25H.11  Understands the various social conflicts that took place in the early 1920s

SS8.25H.12  Understands elements that contributed to the rise of modern capitalist 

                      economy

SS8.25H.13  Understands changes in the social and cultural life of American society in

                      the 1920s 

SS8.25H.14  Understands events that shaped the political structure of America in the

                     1920s

SS8.25H.15  Understands changing attitudes toward women in the post-World War I era 

Standard 26: Understands prosperity and depression and how the New Deal 

                       transformed American federalism and initiated a welfare state 1920-

                       1941

SS8.26H.1  Understands various political influences on the Great Depression

SS8.26H.2  Understands the social, economic and political impact of the Great 

                    Depression

SS8.26H.3  Understands renewed efforts to protect the environment during the Great 

                   Depression and their success in places such as the Dust Bowl and the 

                   Tennessee Valley and the early New Deal

SS8.26H.4  Understands the labor movement during the New Deal era

SS8.26H.5  Understands various challenges to the New Deal

SS8.26H.6  Understands the contributions of Eleanor Roosevelt to the New Deal 

SS8.26H.7  Understands how the New Deal influenced public opinion 

Standard 27: Understands the causes and course of World War II and reshaping of 

                       the U.S. role in world affairs, including the Cold War, Korean War, 

                       and Vietnam War 1920-1970

SS8.27H.1  Understands the development of new political thinking and forms of 

                    government in Europe between World War I and World War II 

SS8.27H.2  Understands how the outcome of World War I contributed to the outbreak of 

                   World War II 

SS8.27H.3  Understands U.S. international relations prior to its entrance into World 

                   War II 

SS8.27H.4  Understands military strategies used during World War II

SS8.27H.5  Understands the dimensions of Hitler's "final solution" and the Allies' 

                   response to the Holocaust and war crimes

SS8.27H.6  Understands the legacy of World War II

SS8.27H.7  Understands how World War II influenced American society

SS8.27H.8  Understands how minority groups were affected by World War II

SS8.27H.9  Understands agricultural innovation and consolidation in the postwar period 

                    and their impact on the world economy

SS8.27H.10  Understands the immediate social, political, and economic impacts on 

                     America after World War II

SS8.27H.11  Understands major events in U.S. foreign policy during the early Cold War 

                      period

SS8.27H.12  Understands the differences between the foreign policies of Kennedy and 

                     Johnson

SS8.27H.13  Understands political and social characteristics of the Vietnam War

SS8.27H.14  Understands the Truman and Eisenhower doctrines of foreign policy in

                      terms of the international tensions that prompted each

SS8.27H.15  Understands the role of McCarthyism in the early Cold War period

SS8.27H.16  Understands the legacy of the New Frontier and Great Society domestic

                      programs

SS8.27H.17  Understands individual and institutional influences on the civil rights

                      movement

SS8.27H.18  Understands factors that shaped the women's rights movement after World 

                     War II

SS8.27H.19  Understands conflicts raised by the Warren Court decisions

Standard 28: Understands the struggle for prosperity and equal rights in the United 

                       States and contemporary economic, political, and cultural 

                       developments 1960 to present

SS8.28H.1  Understands the domestic problems facing Presidents Bush and Reagan and 

                    the programs their administrations presented to deal with these issues

SS8.28H.2  Understands major foreign policy events and how they influenced public

                    opinion of the administrations from Nixon to Bush

SS8.28H.3  Understands the impact of the Nixon administration's ideas and policies on 

                   American society

SS8.28H.4  Understands key domestic issues of the post-Nixon years

SS8.28H.5  Understands the principal issues and legislation affecting organized labor in 

                    the post-World War II era

SS8.28H.6  Understands changes in the workplace and the economy in contemporary 

                   America

SS8.28H.7  Understands demographic shifts and the influences on recent immigration 

                    patterns

SS8.28H.8  Understands various influences on American culture

World History



Standard 35:
(1700 - 1900)  Understands global unrest and the age of revolutions

SS7.35wh.1  Understands internal and external influences on Chinese society 

                      the 17th and 19th centuries 

Standard 37:
(1945 - present) Understands post-industrialism and global 

                        interdependence

SS7.37wh.1  Understands global cultural trends of the second half of the 20th century 

SS7.37wh. 2  Understands political movements, conflicts, and changes among modern 

                       nations 
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