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Social Studies

         Grade 9

 Global Studies


                 70 Benchmarks
INTRODUCTION UNIT: Social Science tools and concepts 

 7 benchmarks                                    
History
SS9.0.1 Understands idea of historical analysis
· History is interpretation

· Interpretations change as result of evidence

· Bias of sources

· Primary 

· Oral histories

· Secondary

· Data

· Facts

SS9.0.2  Understands idea of historic change

· Time frames and periodization

· Dating systems

· Continuity  vs change

· Turning points

Geography
SS9.0.3  Understands the influence of geography on history
· Uses of Geography to study history

· physical geography

· landforms

· water bodies

· climate patterns

· isolation 

· migrations

· human environmental/ interaction

· agriculture

· architecture

· cultural beliefs

· political geography 

· factors causing boundary changes
· interaction

· trade

· warfare

· diffusion

· migrations

· Locations of world regions over time

· River valley civilizations

· Classical empires

· European kingdoms

· Regional empires of Asia,  Africa and Latin America

Economics

SS9.0.4  Understands major economic concepts

· Surplus and scarcity
· Supply and Demand

· Barter and trade

· Factors of economic decision making

· Interdependence of wealth and power

· Landownership

· Slavery

· Debt

· Taxation

Government

SS9.0.5  Understands differences between government systems

· Monarchy

· Dynastic

· Absolute

· Oligarchy

· Feudalism

· Democracy 

· Republic

SS9.0.6  Understands purposes of government

· Safety and security

· Law

· justice

· military 
· diplomacy

· Public works

· Taxation

· Monumental architecture

· Bureaucracy

SS9.0.7  Understands concepts of political science

· Power vs Authority 

· Citizenship 

UNIT ONE:  Ancient World – Civilizations and religions (4000 B.C. to 500 A.D.)
35 benchmarks
Early Peoples
SS9.1.1  Understands the relationships of early humans to their geographic 
   environment
· Prehistory

· Hunter gatherers/nomadic societies

· “Out of Africa” theory of human migration
SS9.1.2  Understands why the Neolithic Revolution was a turning point in human 
   history

· Paleolithic/Neolithic Ages – periodization of and differences between

· Development of agriculture and its impact on culture

· Growth of communities, domestication of animals
· Economic changes and production of surplus food
· Rise of cities

· Characteristics of a civilization

SS9.1.3.  Understands the similarities and differences among the various river valley
    civilizations

· Geographic location of all of the river valley civilizations and it influence of their development
· Egypt:

· Importance of the Nile River

· Irrigation

· Polytheistic religion 

· Role of Pharaoh – concept of theocracy
· Social structure of Egyptian society

· Contributions of Egyptian society:  mummification, calendar, hieroglyphics, temples and monuments, pyramids
· Mesopotamia:

· Fertile Crescent

· Traditional economy

· Sumerian Civilization

· Assyrians and empire building

· Babylon and Hammurabi and his code of law; astronomy

· Hittites and iron ore – weapons

· Iron Age

· Indus Valley Civilization:

· Indian Subcontinent

· Monsoon cycle

· Mohenjo Daro and Harappa – examples of well-planned cities

· Aryan invaders

· China:

· Yangtze River valley civilization

· Geographic and cultural isolation

· Middle Kingdom

· Shang rulers –  concept of dynasty

· Yin-Yang concept – forces of nature

· Oracle bones and development of writing
SS9.1.4  Understands the demographic patterns of early civilizations and movement
  of people as it relates to the Bantu tribal migration in Africa (500 BC to 
   1500 AD)

· Geography of Africa as an impetus to Bantu migration

· Migration from West Africa south and east – need for new land for farming
· Cultural diffusion of language and agricultural methods

Classical Civilizations
SS9.1.5  Understands the term “Classical civilization”

· Centralized  governments

· Contributions to other, later civilizations

· Development of trade and technology

SS9.1.6   Classical Chinese Civilization - Understands political development/changes 
    and cultural growth in China from c. 1027 B.C. to A.D. 220.
· Physical geography of China and concept of isolation
· Zhou dynasty and concept of Mandate of Heaven (1027 B.C. to 221 B.C.)

· Contributions of Zhou – books, astronomy, calendar, silk making

· Dynastic cycle in China

· Qin Dynasty (221 B.C. to 206 B.C.) and Shi Huangdi

· Centralized government under the Qin

· Creation of Great Wall

· Han Dynasty (206 B.C. to 220 A.D.)

· Emperor Wudi and establishment of civil service system
· Han society as a golden age – contributions of Han – paper making, wheelbarrow, acupuncture, achievements in the arts

· Confucianism – topic can be addressed here or in a later unit on religions – Confucius lived during the Zhou Dynasty and his teachings became the basis for the civil service testing system during the Han Dynasty

SS9.1.7  Classical Greek Civilization - Understands impact of geography on political 
   development of Greece from c. 1750 B.C. to 133 B.C.
· Physical geography – mountains as a dividing factor

· Development of Greek city-states (polis)

· Athens and development of direct democracy
· Sparta and monarchy

· Conquering of Greece by Philip of Macedonia

· Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic culture

SS9.1.8  Classical Greek Civilization – Understands achievements of Greek culture 
   and their dispersion through cultural diffusion

· Philosophers – Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle
· Drama and literature – Comedy and tragedy

· Sculpture and architecture – Parthenon

· Science – Aristarchus, Archimedes, and Hippocrates

· Mathematics – Pythagoras and Euclid

SS9.1.9  Classical Roman Civilization - Understands role of geography in growth of
               Roman civilization

· Peninsula in Mediterranean Sea

· Control of trade on Mediterranean Sea

· Geography allowed for a united Italy

SS9.1.10  Classical Roman Civilization – Understands political development of 
     Rome and its impact on Europe, Asia and Africa from c. 509 B.C. to 476 A.D.
· Roman Republic

· Role of Senate, patricians and plebeians

· Julius Caesar
· Triumvirate

· oligarchy

· Roman Empire
· Caesar Augustus and Pax Romana 
SS 9.1 .11 Understands causes for the decline of classical civilization

· Division of Roman Empire by Diocletian

· Invasion of western Roman Empire –

·  role of the Huns

· Eastern Roman Empire becomes Byzantine Empire

SS9.1.12  Classical Roman Civilization - Understands contributions of Roman
     civilization to humankind

· Roman law – Law of the Twelve Tables

· Use of Greek influence in Roman architecture

· Coliseum
· Latin language

· Roads, bridges and aqueducts

SS9.1.13  Classical India- Maurya Empire – Understands political changes during
    unification of India from 321 B.C. to 185 B.C

· Chandragupta Maurya and first united Indian Empire

· Bureaucracy 

· Asoka converts to  Buddhism

SS9.1.14  The growth of trade routes in classical civilizations – Understands
the interdependence of economic systems and the resulting cultural 

    diffusion

· Phoenicia -  purple dye, colonies, and alphabet

· India – textiles and spices

· China – Silk Road

· Rome – trade within the empire and with other peoples

The Rise and Fall of the Great Empires
SS9.1.15 Understands the political and economic similarities between the Han
     Dynasty and the Roman Empire in both their growth and their decline

· Military strength allowed for growth 

· Centralized governments

· Infrastructure developments to allow for strong economy based on trade

· Role of military, economic, political and social causes in decline of the empires
The Emergence and spread of Belief Systems

SS9.1.16  Understands the growth and influence of different religions/beliefs systems

SS9.1.17  Understands ideas and beliefs associated with African Animism

· Spirits in nature

· Ancestor worship

SS9.1.18   Understands the historical development of Hinduism

· Indian subcontinent

· Blends Aryan and Dravidian beliefs

· Influence of the Jains - ahimsa

SS9.1.19   Knows major beliefs of Hinduism

· Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva

· Reincarnation

· Moksha

· Dharma and karma

· Caste system

· Upanishads and Vedas

SS9.1.20  Understands the historical development of Buddhism

· Siddhartha Gautama – Buddha – The Enlightened One

· Began in India – spread to other areas of Asia

· Zen Buddhism in Japan

SS9.1.21 Knows major  beliefs of Buddhism

· Four Noble Truths

· Eightfold Path

· Nirvana

· Tripitaka

· Dharma and karma

· Reincarnation

· Rejection of caste system

SS9.1.22  Historical development of  Daoism (Taoism)

· Lao Tse the founder

· Chinese philosophy

SS9.1.23 Knows the basic beliefs of Daoism
· Harmony in society and nature

· Tao – “the way”

· Yin Yang

SS9.1.24   Historical development of Confucianism

· Confucius

· Chinese philosophy

SS9.1.25 Knows the basic beliefs of Confucianism

· Analects

· Five relationships

· Li and ren

· Filial piety

· Harmony in society and nature

SS9.1.26   Historical development of Judaism

· Abraham

· Hebrews in Fertile Crescent

· Moses

· Kingdoms of Judea and Israel

· Israelite captivity

SS9.1.27   Knows the basic beliefs of Judaism

· Monotheism

· Yahweh
· Ten Commandments

· Torah

SS9.1.28 Historical development of Christianity

· Palestine

· Based on Jewish beliefs

SS9.1.29   Knows the major beliefs of Christianity

· Jesus

· Messiah

· Monotheism

· Ten Commandments

· Bible

· Salvation and eternal life (Heaven and Hell)

SS9.1.30   Understands the historical development of Islam

· Arabia

· Mohammed

· Monotheism

· Incorporates ideas of Judaism and Christianity

· Mecca and Medina

SS9.1.31  Knows the major beliefs of Islam

· Allah

· Quran (Koran)

· Five Pillars

· Muslim/Moslem

· Hijra (Hegira)

· Shari‘a
SS9.1.32  Understands the historical development of Legalism

· China

· Han Feizi

SS9.1.33  Knows the major beliefs of Legalism

· Laws and harsh punishment to control behavior

SS9.1.34  Understands the major ideas and beliefs of Shinto 

· Japan

· Polytheism

· “The way”

· Kami – gods in nature

·  Respect for nature

· Torii

Expansion of Christianity, Islam, Confucianism and Buddhism

SS9.1.35  Understands geographic and economic reasons for spread of some

 religions into other world areas

· Confucianism spread throughout East Asia due to geographic proximity

· Buddhism to other parts of Asia through missionaries and trade

· Judaism spread due to Diaspora
· Christianity spread by missionaries, trade and by becoming official religion of Roman Empire under Theodosius

· Islam spread to Africa, Europe, and Asia through conquest and 

Trade

UNIT TWO Expanding zones of exchange and encounter (500 to 1200)
18 benchmarks
SS9.2.1  Understands the formation and achievements of  the Gupta Empire

· Unification of Northern Indian subcontinent

· Strong central government with autonomy in local areas

· Hinduism grows as a religion and as culture

· Untouchables

· Achievements – concept of zero; decimal system; Arabic numbers; medical advances

SS9.2.2  Understands the formation and achievements of  the Tang and Song Dynasties
· United areas under both Tang and Song

· Government and social order governed by Confucian ideas of order

· Trade with other areas of Asia – India, Middle East

· Grand Canal system for north-south trade within China

· Calligraphy

· Spread of Chinese culture to Japan through Korea
SS9.2.3  Understands the formation and achievements of  Byzantine Empire

· Greatest extent under Emperor Justinian

· City of Constantinople located on major world trade routes

· Justinian’s Code of law

· Rise of Orthodox Church as official church 

· Hagia Sophia

· Mosaics and icons

· Schism in Christian Church

· Preservation of Greek and Roman culture

· Conquered by Ottomans in 1453

· Legacy to Russia

SS9.2.4  Early Russia – Understands the impact of the Byzantine Empire in the
   development of Russia

· Trade between Byzantine Empire and Kiev on Dnieper River

· Cyril and Methodius  - creation of Cyrilic Alphabet to create written language for Russians – translation of Bible

· Russian Orthodox Church
· Onion domes

· Spread of concept of strong, autocratic government

· Many of Byzantine influences still felt in Russia in contemporary times

Islamic Civilization
SS9 2.5 Understands the Impact of Islamic civilization on global society
· The role of the Caliphs 

· Structure of Islamic law and government

· Impact 
· Impact on Spain

· Moors

SS9 2.6 Understands the Golden Age of Islam

· Preservation of Greek and Roman learning
· Contributions to 
· Mathematics 

· Science

· Medicine 

· Art

· Literature
· Architecture

· Establishment of Universities

· House of wisdom

· Timbuktu

SS9 2.7 Understands the impact of Islamic trade
·  African trade
· Slavery
· Swahili

· West Africa

· Mansa Musa

Medieval Europe
SS9.2. 8 Understands the geographic, political, religious and cultural forces that


    impacted Europe between 476 and 1500

SS9.2.9  Understands the influence of Christianity in European society

· Roman Catholic Christianity and Christian culture 
· The spiritual and secular role of the Roman Catholic church
· Monastic centers of learning
· The  conflict between Orthodox Christianity in the East and Roman Christianity in the West
· The influence of religious prejudice anti-Semitism, anti-Islam  

SS9.2.10  Understands the significance of the Franks in Europe 

· The size, wealth, and political organization of Charlemagne’s empire 

· Reasons for the failure of the Carolingian Empire 

SS9.2.11  Understands the role of feudalism and manorialism in European society 
· Feudal institutions localized power
· Manorialism as an economic system
· The social elements of feudalism  
· Shifts in political power during 9th and 10th century 
SS9.2.12  Understands changes in government in Medieval Europe
· Developments of English government, the Magna Charta and its tenets
SS9.2.13 Understands factors that influenced economic growth in European society

· A money economy 

· The rise of guilds as economic and social institutions 

SS9.2.14  Understands the causes and impact of the Crusades

· Economic 
· Role of the crusades interregional trade
· Growth of towns
· Political 
· Decline in power of nobility

· Increased power of Monarchs

· Social
· Decline in power of the Catholic Church

SS9.2.15  Understands causes and effects of Europe’s economic and social crisis 

· Religious crisis

· Plague

· Hundred years war
The Ottoman empire

SS9. 2.16 Understands the Physical geography of the Ottoman empire


· The Bosporus

· Constantinople

· Strategic importance

SS9. 2.17 Understands  characteristics of the Ottoman empire

· Suleiman the Magnificent
· The lawgiver

· Janissaries
· Expansion into Europe

SS9. 2.18 Understands the impact of Ottoman empire on East/West trade

· Blocks European access 
UNIT THREE Global Interactions 
9 benchmarks 
SS9.3.1 Understands the geography that formed Early and Feudal Japan
· Mountainous archipelago

· Proximity to mainland Asia

· Reliance on the Sea

· Scarcity of resources

· Impact of geography on culture

· Farming

· Architecture

· Economy
SS9.3.2  Understands cultural and political forces that influenced Early and Feudal 
   Japan

· Shinto 
· Ties with China and Korea: cultural diffusion, Buddhism, and Confucianism Zen Buddhism
· Imperial  foundations 
· Social hierarchy and stratification 
SS9.3.3  Understands the similarities between European and Japanese Feudalism

· Tokugawa Shogunate 

· Social and political structures

· Economic impact

· Rigid system
The rise and fall of the Mongols and their impact on Eurasia
SS9.3.4  Understands the Impact of the Mongols on other civilizations
· Central Asian nomadic tribe

· Extent of empire under Genghis Khan and Kublai Khan

· The Yuan Dynasty
· Rise of Moscow 
· Pax Mongolia
· Marco Polo

The rise and fall of African Trade civilizations

SS9.3.5 Understands the economic impact of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai 
· Trans Saharan trade
· Gold 

· Salt
· Mansa Musa

· Timbuktu 
Renaissance and humanism

SS9.3.6  Understands the shift in European world view

· from spiritual to secular

· Greco-Roman revival 

· humanism

SS9.3.7 Knows of the intellectual and artistic achievements of the age 

· Art 
· Architecture
· Literature 

· Political science 

Reformation and Counter Reformation

SS9.3.8   Understands the challenges to the power and authority of the Roman
    Catholic Church
· Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses
· Protestant movements 
· John Calvin
· Henry VIII and the English Reformation
SS9.3.9   Understands the results of the religious reform movements 
· Religious wars in Europe
· Formation of protestant churches
·  Anti-Semitic laws and policies
· Counter Reformation 
· Council of Trent
UNIT FOUR: THE FIRST GLOBAL AGE (1450-1770)

11 benchmarks
The Rise of Mesoamerican empires: Aztec and Incan empires before 1500

SS9.4.1 Understands human and physical geography of Mesoamerica

SS9.4.2. Understands the organizational structure of Mesoamerican civilization on

              government, religion and social hierarchy.
· Maya

· Inca

· Aztec

SS9.4.3 Understands achievements of Mesoamerican civilization.
SS9.4.4 Understands the widespread trade of the Aztec and Inca civilizations

Spain and Portugal on the eve of the encounter 

 SS9.4.5    Understands Reconquista under Ferdinand and Isabella

· Impact of the Reconquista and the Inquisition had on Muslims and Jews

· Technical, political, economic changes which occurred as a result of exploration

SS9.4.6 Understands exploration and overseas expansion

· Role of Columbus and Magellan and the impact they had on exploration  

· European perception of global spatial relationships

· maps

The Encounter between Europeans and the peoples of Africa, the Americas, and Asia
SS9.4.7  Understands European competition for colonies in the Americas, Africa,

                 East Asia, and Southeast Asia

· Impact of technology
SS9.4.8  Understands Columbian exchange and  triangular trade

· Impact of food and diseases

· The impact slavery  on Africa and the Americas
SS9.4.9  Understands the Impact of the Global trade and interactions on Europe

· Mercantilism
· Hanseatic League 

· Italian city-states

· Commercial revolution

· Spice trade and its impact on Asia and Europe

· The economic changes that took place in Europe in the 1500’s and 1600’s

· Social changes that occurred in Europe in the 1500’s and 1600’s
SS9.4.10 Understands Spanish colonialism and the introduction of the Encomienda

                 system to Latin America

· How Spain governed its American Empire

· Why the Spanish brought enslaved Africans to the Americas

· How cultural blending reshaped the Americas after 1492
SS9.4.11 Understands Dutch colonization in East Asia (Japan and Indonesia) 

· European trade helped shape Southeast Asia
· SS9.4.12  
Political Ideologies: global absolutism
SS9.4.12  Understands the influence of absolutism 
· Characteristics of absolute monarchy
· Divine right

· Monarchs of the first global age

· France

· Louis XIV

· Russia

· Peter the Great

· Catherine The Great

· India

· Akbar the Great

· Ottoman

· Suleiman
· Spain

·  Philip II 
· England

· Elizabeth I

