TPCASTM – Poetry Analysis

	T
	Title

Look at the title.  Predict what the poem might be about based on the title alone.



	P
	Paraphrase

Re-read the poem several times until you have a good understanding.  Now paraphrase the poem, telling its story line by line.

	C
	Connotation 

(Identify Literary Elements/Techniques)

Uncover what the poem means on a connotative, not literal, level.  



	A
	Attitude (Tone)

Identify the author and his or her attitude in the poem (ex. Sarcastic, optimistic, negative, etc.)



	S
	Shifts

Identify any shifts in the author’s attitude



	T
	Theme

Identify the theme and message/lesson of the poem using specific examples.  



	M
	Mood

Identify how you feel as you read the poem/your emotions (ex. Scared, nervous, excited)




