CELL THEORY

1. Cells are the basic unit of structure of living things. (All living things are made of cells)

     Cells are the basic unit of function of living things. (All life functions happen on a cellular level.)

2. All living cells come from other living cells.

· The invention and use of the compound light microscope contributed to our knowledge of the cell theory.  Further discoveries have been made since the use of the electron microscope in the 1950’s.

Exceptions:

-the first cell must have come from something other than a cell

-the mitochondria and chloroplasts have their own DNA and can copy themselves within the cell.

· Viruses are not made of cells nor do they perform life functions, so they are not considered living.

