Mrs. Stewart 

Global Studies 9

Syllabus for Chapter One 

The Peopling of the World (Prehistory – 2,500 B.C.)
Benchmarks
Early Peoples

SS9.1.1 Understands the relationships of early humans to their geographic environment
· Prehistory

· Hunter gatherers/nomadic societies

· “Out of Africa” theory of human migration

SS9.1.2 Understands why the Neolithic Revolution was a turning point in history
· Paleolithic/Neolithic Ages-periodization of and differences between

· Development of agriculture and its impact on culture

· Growth of communities, domestication of animals

· Economic changes and production of surplus food

· Rise of cities

· Characteristics of a civilization
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Essay Questions
1. What types of specialized workers did a surplus of food supplies make possible in advance cities like Ur? Name three types of specialized workers and describe what they contributed to city life.

Think about:
· new tools and technology

· specialized skills related to trade

· specialized skills for record keeping and governing

2. How did the ability to create increasingly sophisticated tools and technology help early people to develop increasingly complex city life?
Think about:
· hunting-gathering tools

· agricultural tools

· tools for specialized occupations

3. How did the development of agriculture change life for prehistoric people? Compare and contrast what life was like for Old Stone Age people and New Stone Age people.
4. What do you think was more important to the progress of human development-mastery of fire or the development of language?

Think about:

· gaining control over the environment

· safety and technology issues

· living and working together

5. What were the achievements of Homo erectus and Homo sapiens  during the Stone Age?

Think about:
· advances in technology

· mastery over nature

· improved food supply

