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Welcome to 9th Grade Global Studies

Global Studies is the first year of a two year course that will result in a Regents Exam at the end of sophomore year. You will be exploring seventeen major units this year: Human Origins, Early River Valley Civilizations, Indo-Europeans, Hinduism and Buddhism, Greece, Rome and Christianity, China, India, Byzantine Empire, Russia, Africa, Japan, Middle Ages, Renaissance and Reformation, Mesoamerica, Exploration, Absolutism, and the Scientific Revolution! I have traveled to several of the places we will learn about this year. I am excited to bring my experiences and knowledge of these cultures to the classroom. 
I look forward to sharing your first year of high school with you. This year is very important. The grades you receive in this class are the grades that go on your high school transcript. You need four years of Social Studies to graduate. It is very important that you pass this class so that you do not put yourself in jeopardy of getting behind your target graduation date. You want to do your very best in order to open as many doors to your future as possible. My job is to lead you to those doors.

I am available everyday during 3rd period in the Learning Center and after school until at least 3:00. I will be happy to stay later if you let me know ahead of time. My main goal this year is to help you achieve success. I will cheer you on. I will advocate for you and teach you as much as you will allow me. In the end your education is in your hands.
Materials Needed

· Agenda (supplied by Durgee for free)

· 3 RING BINDER (2+inches recommended) with 6 dividers

 (vocabulary, homework, notes, tests, quizzes, DBQs)

· blue/ black pens or pencils

· loose-leaf paper

· highlighter

· textbook

Behavioral Expectations 

By ninth grade, you are capable of making choices that affect your life. 

Only you can control your attitude, behavior and decisions. If you choose to act inappropriately or irresponsibly then you choose to accept the consequences. * 
· Respect the rights of students, teachers, school and property

Everyone has the right to learn. You may not take someone else’s right to an education. You are expected to pay attention and participate. Take care of your materials and mine.
* warning, call home, lunch detention, after school detention, referral 

· Come to class PREPARED and ready to learn!
 Each week the class agenda will be on my website. The daily agenda will be on the front screen telling you what materials you need for the day’s class. I expect that you will have these materials ready each day. 
* warning, call home, lunch detention, after school detention, referral 

· BE ON TIME! 
This means that you are in your seat ready to work when the bell rings. You have a three strike rule. * (3 tardies = lunch detention) 
· Cheating/plagiarism is not tolerated in my classroom!
(any student proven to have plagiarized will receive a zero for that assignment or test)

Attendance

It is very important that you come to class every day in order to succeed. 
· If you are absent it is your responsibility to make-up missed work. (notes, assignments and tests) 
· You will need to schedule a time to take the test either after school or during a free period.

· Each week’s assignments are posted on my website. No excuses!

Homework Policy
I assign homework when I need you to practice the material from that day’s class or if I need you to prepare for the next day’s class. I do not give busy work; therefore due dates are firm! I understand that some homework assignments may be difficult for you, but you must seek help when you need it. 
I will be available every day during 3rd period in the Learning Center, for those students who need extra help. Any homework assignment that you fail to complete will affect your average.
A free homework pass is awarded on each student’s birthday. It may be used in place of one assignment, except for vocabulary, DBQ or essay writing assignments.
· All assignments are due at the beginning of each period.
· Complete assignments are equivalent to a grade of 100%. 

· Incomplete work will not be accepted for full credit and considered late.

· Late assignments are deducted 20 points/day for each day late.
· No assignment is equivalent to a ZERO.

· You can not pass this class without doing your homework.

HOMEWORK HEADING
Following directions is an essential part of high school success. Each homework assignment that you complete for me will have a full heading as shown in the example below. You will loose 5 points for an improper heading. 

Mrs. Stewart’s Heading

Your Name





   The Date     


Stewart- Period 3




   Assignment        

Grading

I. Tests- 40%

II. Quizzes- 20%

III. Homework-30%

IV. Notebook- 10% 
Your notebook will be checked randomly one time each marking period.
It will be graded on a rubric scale that will be provided for you.
Larger research projects will be required of this course. 
Their weight in your marking period will be discussed when they are assigned.








September 3, 2008

Dear Parents, 

 I would like to introduce myself as your child’s Global Studies teacher.
 I am an experienced teacher. I have taught in Buffalo, Mississippi and most recently as a substitute teacher for this district. I am originally from the Albany area and have resided in Baldwinsville with my husband and two children for three years. I feel fortunate to live and teach in such a wonderful community.


In order for your child to have a successful year, we must be willing to work together. Please take a couple minutes to review this packet with your child to discuss my behavior expectations, and classroom procedures for attendance, homework and grading. I encourage you to contact me to ask questions or simply to keep in touch with me about your son or daughter’s progress. I look forward to having your support and working together to provide the best for your child’s education. My email address is astewart@bville.org. You may also contact me by school phone number 638-6086. 
Please keep this welcome letter for your records.

    Thank you,
    Mrs. Amy Stewart

                                          TEAR HERE & RETURN
Student Signature/Comments
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Student email address

_________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature/Comments

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent Contact:   home phone_____________     cell phone: ________________

Parent email address  
_________________________________________________________________
