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Salk Polio Vaccine Trials:
• 1940's‐1950's polio epidemic
• Killed many children and crippled others (FDR)
• Parents were afraid for their children's lives
• Parents were asked for approval to try and experimental vaccine on their 2nd 

grade children
• Two experiments performed:

> Double‐blind: 
– 600,000 children received 2 shots, one month apart
– half received vaccine, half placebo
– Students who received vaccines had a considerable decrease in the 

number of polio cases
> Voluntary:

– Parents who chose to participate had their children vaccinated 
– Children of those who refused to consent weren't vaccinated; they 

became the control group
– Results were not as dramatic because it is believed that the students 

who came from parents who consented to the vaccine came from 
better, cleaner home‐life. 

– Children from less clean homes had the opportunity to be infected by a 
milder form of polio creating a natural immunity. 

– As a result, those vaccinated children were MORE likely to contract 
polio to begin with (without the vaccine.)

How do you think it felt to be the parents during those times?

How do you think it felt to be the children during those times?
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Homework:
Start Review ­ Do Multiple Choice
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